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Wodehouse,  P.  G,  - . ' 

Author!  Author!;  >Tew  York,  Simon  and  Schuster,  1962; 
(1952,  1962,  Wodehouse)  191p. 

A note  by  Evelyn  Waugh  on  the  back  of  the.  dust  Jacket 
indicates  that  this  book  was  published  in  England  in  somewhat 
different  form  as  Performing  Flea> 

This  is  a book  of  letters  written  intermittently  during 
30  years  to  his  old  schoolmate  and  fello’w  ncn^^elist  W,  Townend* 
These  friends  discussed  literary  technique,  characters,  plots, 
editors,  and  interesting  incidents  and  people. 

Although  all  the  letters -were  Y*rltten  by  Wodehouse,  both 
men  annotated  and  added  material  apposite  to  their  themes. 

Throughout,  careful  .workmanship  and  humor ‘characterise 
the  se  le  t te  r s , a .nd  I wonde  r if  the  y we  re  e d 1 te  d from  the  ori- 
ginals. The  laughter  obtcinablo  from  reading  is , sufficient  to 
warrant  having  ^ he  book,  hut  the  constructive  advice  on  writing 
is  priceless.  It  is  probable  that  a great  deal  of  Woichouse 
material  has  never  appeared  in  book  form  but  is  still. lost  In 
magazine  appearances. 

Important  tips:  never  give  a minor  -character  an  unusual 
name;  keep  the  story  moving;  never  ahsrt  a story  uiitil  you  are 
certain  that  it  is  importantly  worth  telltng  as  a story;  do 
not  depend  on  siyls;  construct  cai'C'f^clly ; :--.ver  1!. mater- 
ial; some  scene,  dialogue,  or  incident  riay  he  ■’co'^nl  In  ot^er 
work;  compress  the  tims-. -element;  check  factijal  'rnh^rc'jnd. 

Wodehouse  a diaireu  lord  bunsany  a^id  Arthur  Doyle, 

Kipling  (though  he  said  "n  could  not  urd-i  • j ■•1  err  *‘^e 
las  t-aamed^s  short  stories),  knew  and  worked  ••.v^  th  Zl-.gfald, 
Gershwin,  Komberg,  anc.  lerorn-o  Kern  on  th.^atricrl  productions. 

Ye  associated  with  man^,  'hmous  people,  respite  wcr^*.ng  alone 
often  in  isolation  or  .Ath'only  k.is  wife  and  servants 
oouipany,  plus  ^ats  and  dogs. 

Any  way,  my  opinion  of  Wodehouse  5.  icreased  to  adml  iri  hlon. 
as  a ras-  !■  of  this  book,  and  I s'-all  try  to  find  ^ ’.‘he  to- 
study  hl^  v.c '.;k  more  ‘ care  fully*  It  sure  tc  be  enfryabl? 
reading.  , 


Wodehouse,  P.  G 


The  Code  of  the  Woosters;  New  York,  Ace  Books,  Inc. 
(#D-25),  (1928,  Author)  173p. 

Bertram  Wooster  tells  this  story  in  the  first  person. 

An  antique  shop  has  a cow  creamer  coveted  by  Bertie’s  uncle, 
a collector,  and  his  aunt  vi/ishes  him  to  deprecate  its  value 
to  the  dealer  before  it  is  purchased,  to  lower  the  price. 

This  leads  to  his  being  considered  a thief,  to  compli- 
cations in  two  romances,  one  with  a girl  he  had  nearly  been 
engaged  to  himself;  the  magistrate  father  of  one  of  the  girls, 
and  v/ith  Jeeves,  his  indispensable  valet  and  advisor. 

This  is  frothy  humor,  at  times  falling  near  to  farce, 
amusing  but  of  no  importance  excepting  for  pastime. 

I did  not  read  the  other  book  in  this  AGE  double : Quick 
Service  (1940,  Author),  147p,,  as  I have  it  in  the  Penguin 
edition,  and  I wished  Brent  Richard  to  have  this  book. 
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Wode house,  P.  G. 

Laughing  Gas;  Toronto,  McClelland  & Stewart,  Limited, 
(1926)  211p, 

Reginald,  Third  Earl  of  Havershot,  while  undergoing  a 
tooth  extraction  under  gas,  exchanges  identities  with  Joey 
Cooley,  child  Hollywood  star.  This  enables  him  to  learn 
that  a movie  star  of  whom  he  has  become  enamored  is- not  the 
type  of  woman  he  thought  she  was;  and  ultimately  he  resumes 
the  relationship  with  Ann  Bannister,  a girl  he  almost  pro- 
posed to  some  -years  ago. 

Wodehouse^s  version  of  '^Vice  Versa!’  is  amusing,  but  I 
do  not  conside r' this  to  be  one  of  his  better  books.  -It  is, 
however,  his  only  fantasy  title,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 


Wode house,  P.  G 


Over  Seventy:  An  Autobiography  With  Digressions; 
London,  Herbert  Jenkins  (1957,  Author)  190p* 

This  is  more  group  of  sketches  than  a formal  autobio- 
graphy, mostly  digressions  and  incidental  reminiscences,  I 
did  not  find  in  it  the  value  of  his  book  on  writing,  though 
the  quiet  humor  made  it  easy  to  read. 

He  mentions  that  his  income  was  L505  ls.7d.  in  1906; 
L527  17s. Id.  in  1907;  it  cost  him  about  L203  4s. 9d.  to  live; 
but  purchase  of  a car  which  he  wrecked  during  the  first  week 
after  purchase  blew  his  budget. 

% 

His  later  serials  in  3EP  brought  him  about  $40,000,00 
each.  He  got  $200  or . $300  for  slickpaper  short  stories  in 
Cosmopolitan  and  Colliers.  He  had  75  books  published  in  his 
first  75  years  of  life.  He  attributes  much  of  his  ease  in 
writing  to  Bartlett’s  Quotations,  but  says  he  worked  hard  at 
writing  and  earned  his  money. 


Wodehouse,  P,  G, 

William  Tell  Told  Again;  Illustrations  in  colour  by 
Philip  Dadd  described  "in  verse  by  John  W,  Houghton;  London, 
Adam  and  Charles  Black,  1904  106p, 

I bought  this  book  at  the  Polo  Park  book  s4le,  and  it 
lacks  mo3,t  of  the  colored  illustrations  and  the  verses  which 
were  printed  on  the  flimsy  pap^r  protecting  them,  I shall 
give  the  book  to  Grant  Thiessen. 

The  Emperor  of  Austria  sent  his  friend  Hermann  Gessler 
to  govern  Switzerland,  Gessler  was  a cruel  tyrant;  imposed 
not  only  excessive  taxes,  but  restrictions  on  the  leisure 
activities  of  the  Swiss;  and  was  quick  to  torture  if  any 
objections  were  raised  against  his  decrees. 

An  early  encounter  with  William  Tell  left  Gessler  at  a 
disadvantage,  so  he  watched  for  an  opportunity  to  retaliate. 
This  came  when  Gessler  stationed  two  armoured  soldiers  with 
instructions  to  enforce  everyone’s  bowing  to  a hat  of  his 
which  was  placed  on  a long  pole.  Tell,  coming  from  afar  and 
unaware  of  the  decree,"  failed  to  bow;  the  soldiers  tried  to 
enforce  their  orders,  and  the  mob  protected  Tell.  Gessler, 
arriving  on  the  scene  and  hearing  Tell’s  son  boast  that  Tell 
could  split  an  apple  at  100  y^^ards  , placed  one  on  the  boy’s 
head  and  threatened  Tell  with  death  if  he  failed  the  shot. 

Tell  objected  to  the  test,  but  performed  it  safely.  . 
Gessler  noted  that  Tell  had  a second  arrow  ready,  and  asked 
its  purpose;  granted  immunity  from  death,  Tell  admitted  that 
if  he  had  failed  the  test,  the  second  arrow  was  intended  for 
Gessler.  Gessler  kept  his  word,  but  imprisoned  Tell.  Going 
together  by  ship,  they  were  endangered,  and  Tell  saved  the 
ship  from  being  wrecked.  Gessler  wanted  him  returned  to  his 
chains,  but  Tell  sprang  to  an  overhanging  rock  and  escaped 
after  killing  Gessler.  With  the  tyrant  dead,  the  Swiss  re- 
volted against  Austria,  and  became  independent. 

Wodehouse  tells  the  story  well,  and  although  the  book 
is  intended  for  children,  it  does  not  insult  adults  who  read 
it.  The  verses  are  more  humorous  than  the  story,  but  the 
latter  has  many  funny  incidents. 


Wolberg,  Lewis  R.  (M.D.) 

Hypnoanaly sis  : Foreword  by  A.  Kardiner,  M.D.;  New  York, 

Grove  Press,  Inc.,  (1945,  Grune  & Stratton,  Inc.  (Evergreen 
Edition,  1960);  Index  342p. 

Part  1 The  Hypnoanaly sis  of  Johan  R.  is  the  case  history  of 
a supposed  hebephrenic  in  a mental  insitution.  This  is  followed 
by  "A  Dynamic  Interpretation"  by  Kardiner;  and  Part  2 "The  Theory 
and  Practice  og  Hypnoanalysis"  . 

This  highly  technical  exposition  of  the  use  of  hypnosis  to 
aid  the  process  of  psychoanalysis  indicates  that  its  use  is  in 
deep  trance  and  with  the  purpose  of  discovering  the  hidden  source 
of  psychological  problems  more  quickly  than  without  hypnosis. 

Wolberg  explores  the  complex  relationships  between  the  ana- 
lyst and  the  patient  which  often  involves  a contest  between  the 
parties.  Much  of  the  procedure  is  along  the  lines  of  textbook 
psychoanalysis,  with  emphasis  on  sexual  influence. 

The  use  of  crystal  gazing  and  automatic  writing  to  disclose 
problems  is  probably  the  most  interesting  part  of  this  book  for 
me.  The  index  is  helpful,  and  the  case  history,  though  lengthy, 
is  summarised  on  Kardiner’s  analysis. 

Most  references  are  to  technical  journals  rather  than  books 
on  hypnosis,  so  this  book  probably  was  one  of  the  earliest  on  the 
combination  of  procedures. 


Ghester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  28,  2000 
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Wolf,  Leonard,  and  Wolf, Deborah 


Voices  from  the  Love  Generation;  Illustrated  from  photo- 
graphs; Boston  and  Toronto,  Little,  Brown  and  Company  283p. 

The  Introduction  and  Epilogue  by  the  Editor  sum  up  very 
well  the  tape-recorded  in.terviews  which  constitute  this  book. 
Fifteen  people,  ranging  in  age  from  15  to  20  or  so,  explain 
v/ha  t they  found  to  attract  them  to  the  Haight -Ashbury  Hippie 
Community,  and  what  they  feel  is  the  social  implication  of 
the  district. 

These  people  are  misfits  in  the  present  (1968)  order  of 
society,  and  are  seeking,  often  with  the  help  of  drugs,  sex, 
and  occasionally  liquor,  to  fa  thorn  their  relationship  to  God 
and  the  Universe,  and  incidentally  to- society,  by  first  "do- 
ing their  own  thing"  as  freely  and  without  regard  for  social 
approval  as  they  can  without  police  and  legal  interference. 

There  is  no  political  organization  aimed  at  overthrowing 
the  present  order,  but  several  of  the  people  feel  that  when 
people  have  meditated  or  have  expanded  their  consciousnesses 
with  the  aid  of  drugs,  they  can  see  clearly  the  failure  of 
industrialized  civilization  to  give  the  individual  a natural, 
^^oyful  and  fulfilling  existence.  They  feel  that  when  a large 
enough  number  attain  this  realization,  there  will  be  a return 
to  nature  and  a movement  away  from  tech-nological  emphasis 
and  tovmrds  hand-craftsmanship  as  an  expression  of  human  ar- 
tistic feeling.  They  view  the  present  order  as  death  by 
comparison  v/ith  the  life-fulfilling  vision  which  guides  them. 

Many  suggestions  are  advanced  concerning  the  changes 
which  may  be  coming.  One  is  that  there  should  be  licensing 
for  children  rather  than  for  marriage;  another  that  sexual 
behaviour  should  be  free  of  legal  interference,  excepting  for 
the  protection  of  minors;  a third  that  production  should  be 
for  use  rather  than  for  profit,  especially  when  it  is  clear 
that  we  are  living  no  longer  in  an  age  of  scarcity,  but  in 
one  of  abundance.  Education  for  leisure  rather  than  for  work 
is  a necessary  concomitant,  and  co-operative  help  in  problems 
of  living  during  the  transition  period  will  make  people  value 
each  other  more  than  in  our  present  "every  man  for  himself, 
dog  eat  dog"  economic  strife. 

There  seems  to  be  a trend  away  from  possessions,  and  a 
concentration  on  personal  worth.  The  abuses  of  freedom  have 
attracted  attention  of  the  news  media,  but  many  of  these  are 
due  simply  to  the  fact  that  these  people  are  unused  to  living 
iddependently , and  have  to  learn  practical  arts  under  the 
difficulties  of  insufficient  income.  A spirit  of  sharing  is 
prevalent,  and  a more  open  acceptance  of  people  for  them- 
selves rather  than  for  their  social  values. 

Sven  giving  the  "hippie"  movement  every  credit  for  its 
self-appraisal,  I cannot  see  that  technological  improvement 
v/ill  be  reversed.  People  are  too  dazzled  by  gadgetry,  and 
too  enamoured  of  a "high"  standard  of  living  economically,  to 
sacrifice  these  things  for  a nebulous  self-improvement  pro- 
gram which  might  alter  their  sense  of  values. 


Wolfe,  Bernard 


The  Great  Prince  Died;;  New  York,  Charles  Scribner’s  Sons; 
(1959,  Wolfe);  Appendix;  Author’s  Notes;  398p. 

This  novel  attempts  to  reconstruct  in  fictional  form  the  as- 
sasination  of  Leon  Trotsky  in  Mexico,  to  whom  Wolfe  was  secretary 
for  av/hile. 

The  endpapers  diagram  the  dwelling,  and  the  characters  are 
representations  of  the  personalities  involved. 

I found  the  novel  difficult  to  read,  and  Wolfe’s  depiction 
of  the  political  intrigues  is  brutal  and  frightening.  Casting 
aside  morality  and  humanity  in  favor  of  political  dogma  leaves  a 
\7orld  of  danger  and  uncertainty. 

The  chapter  beginning  at  page  360  is  the  funniest  in  the 
book,  and  alleviated  the  stark  tragedy  of  the  remainder. 

I think  Wolfe  is  an  important  writer,  but  uneven  in  his  work. 
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HAS  ARRIVED! 


Let  Us  Help  You  To  k Blooming  Good  Time! 


Add  beauty  and  value  with  planned  landscape.  Shrubs  and  trees 
/ planted  in  proper  arrangement  not  only  enhance  your  home  but 
brings  years  of  enjoyment  and  added  value.  This  is  an  invest- 
ment that  grows  every  year. 

For  Professional  Landscape  Design  to  suit  your  home  lifestyle 
and  budget  call  for  an  appointment.  We  will  provide  a plan  and 
estimate  for  us  to  install  or  for  you  to  do  it  yourself.  Our  services 
include  sodding,  interlocking  pavers,  patios,  rock  garden,  reno- 
vation of  existing  landscaping.  All  material  and  workmanship 
carry  a 100%  - 1 Year  Guarantee. 

f€*t4eK 

2257  McGILLIVRAY  BLVD.  PH.  488-5042 

Where  Quality  Begins,  Your  Home  Deserves  The  Best 


Garden  Tips: 

ITime  to  get  the  vegetable  garden  in 
■ shape  for  seeding.  Add  a generous 
amount  of  peat  moss  and  work  to 
improve  the  soil  structure  and  water 
retention  properties. 

Vegetable  plants  and  annual 
flowers  should  not  be  planted 
outdoors  before  the  3rd  week  of 
May  after  the  risk  of  frost  has 
passed.  From  mid-May  on  start  to 
watch  trees  and  shrubs  for  signs  of 
insects.  If  insects  are  present  treat 
with  insecticide  like  Malathion. 


2 Early  May  is  a good  time  to  re-seed 
■ bare  areas  in  the  lawn  using  a light 
topsoil  mix  with  peat  moss.  Use  the 
proper  grass  seed  - Shade  N'  Sun  - 
for  high  traffic  areas. 

Spring,  summer  & fall  are  good 
times  to  plant  trees,  shrubs,  roses 
and  perennials.  Always  plant  in 
good  topsoil  using  a plant  starter, 
fertilizer.  Water  2-3  times  per  week 
the  first  couple  of  months  and  at 
least  once  per  week  thereafter.  This 
will  ensure  a successful  planting. 


3 Your  first  application  of  fertilizer  can 
■ be  applied  anytime  now.  If  weeds 
are  present  use  a week  and  feed 
fertilizer,  or  lawn  only.  Water  lawn 
once  a week  at  the  height  of  the 
growing  season.  A lawn  needs 
about  an  inch  of  water  per  week. 
Cut  your  lawn  at  height  of  1 Vi'  - 2". 
Any  shorter  and  you  run  the  risk  of 
an  infestation  of  weeds.  Proper 
mowing,  fertilizing  and  watering  will 
create  a thick,  healthy,  problem  free 
lawn. 


Jensen  Nursery  Coupon 

/®ON  ALL 


Jensen  Nursery  Coupon 


SAVE  20 


REGULAR  PRICED 

EVERGREEN  PLANTS 

•CEDAR  ‘JUNIPER  -PINE  ‘SPRUCE 
EXPIRES  MAY  20/93  Cash  & Carry  Only 

2257  McGILLIVRAY  BLVD.  488-5042 


REGULAR  PRICED 

DECIDUOUS  PLANT  MATERIAL 

‘TREES  ‘SHRUBS  ‘ROSES 

EXPIRES  MAY  20/93  Cash  & Carry  Only 

2257  McGILLIVRAY  BLVD.  488-5042 
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Wolfe,  Bernard 


In  Deep;  Nev/  York,  Alfred  A.  Knopf,  1957;  (1957,  Wolfe)  308p 

When  his  partner  in  deep-sea  diving  ventures  is  murdered, 
the  narrator  learns  that  a secret  service  Major  is  substituting 
him  as  a lure  for  capturing  the  murderer,  a thin  blond  man  vjho 
had  previously  shot  his  victim  twice  in  the  back  for  disobeying 
an  order,  and  was  blamed  for  the  disintegration  and  deaths  off 
the  victim’s  family  and  the  disappearance  of  his  sister. 

In  and  around  Havana,  the  narrator  learns  that  the  killer  is 
in  control  of  a gang,  and  the  beloved  of  a prostitute  who  can 
achieve  bliss  only  with  him.  Using  this  girl  of  subnormal  men- 
tality and  a tourist  guide  to  assist  him,  he  tracks  down  the  mur- 
derer, but  is  captured  by  him  and  learns  that  they  are  matched  in 
psychology,  and  doomed  to  self-destroying  missions. 

The  prostitute  turns  out  to  be  the  missing  sister,  and  her 
occupation  is  the  only  one  which  can  bring  any  meaning  or  value  to 
her  existence.  The  killer  had  lost  control  of  himself  in  his 
only  sexual  encounter  with  the  girl,  and  regretted  the  act  which 
resulted  in  her  devotion  to  him. 

This  is  a tense,  obsessive  novel,  probably  conveying  a deep 
psychological  message  which  is  not  entirely  clear  to  me.  I doubt 
that  I shall  ever  re-read  the  book,  unless  I engage  in  a serious 
study  of  the  author,  who  impresses  me. 
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1.  SPRING 

Formolene™  fertilizer  for  better  Green-up  and  root  growth 
reduces  the  possibility  of  grass  diseases. 

2.  SUMMER 

Formolene™  fertilizer  will  give  your  lawn  more  resistance  to 
hot  summer  stress  and  foliage  burn. 

3.  FALL 

Formolene™  with  its  slow  nitrogen  release  will  encourage  a 
better  root  system  for  better  winter  growth. 
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f ALL  SEASON  WEED  control  to  ensure  a weed-free  lawn. 
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AERATION  (spring,  summer,  fall)  - Enhances  airflow,  water 

> uptake  and  fertilization  to  the  root  system  of  your  lawn 
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Seasonal  lawn  cutting  and  trimming 


GREEN^UP  LIQUID  LAWN  CARE  SERVICE 

m fertilizer  and  we 
mElESflMATES: 


Expert,  ^arantefid  lawn  fertilizer  and  weed  control  application 


Call  Now  For  More  Information 

y'  , y ' „ 


Wolfa,  Bernard 


The  Magic  of  Their  Singing;  New  York,  Charles  Scribner’s 
Sons  (1961,  Wolfe)  T I 247p. 

Two  college  roommates  get  involved  in  trying  to  get  the 
same  girl  for  a weekend  date,  and  because  of  drinking  and  the 
rivalry,  the  stronger  of  the  two  burns  the  wardrobe  of  the 
other  when  he  finds  that  he  has  been  tricked.  Going  to  New 
York,  all  three^  become  involved  with  a group  of  hipster  negro 
musicians  and  a negress  dancer;  thf  girl  is  subjected  to  a 
gang-rape  by  the  musinians  who  are  egged  on  by  a muscleman 
formerly  reported  by  the  college  man  for  having  seduced  stu- 
dents, 

Wolfe  in  this  novel  has  tried  to  investigate  the  nature 
of  the  difference  between  communal  and  hangout  activities  of 
groups  of  people,  the  first  being  cooperative  for  the  welfare 
of  the  group,  the  latter  being  violent  and  destructive  because 
there  is  no  work  toward  betterment.  He  demonstrates  through 
the  musing  of  the  stronger  college  man  that  idleness  leads  to 
harmful  events. 

Hippy  language  makes  parts  of  the  book  difficult  to  read, 
and  the  entire  story  of  this  weekend  shows  decadence  prevalent 
because  of  aimlessness.  The  drinking  and  drugging  seem  to  be 
accompaniments  to  sexual  activities,  and  the  dangers  of  group 
"party”  activities  are  illustrated. 

From  a sociological  point  of  view,  this  novel  may  have 
importance,  but  I found  it  a disappointment  after  having  read 
the  author’s  Limbo, 


Wolfe,  Bernard 


Limbo;  New  York,  Random,  House  (19  52)  428p, 

Having  been  greatly  Interested  in  YHonitored  Drearas  and 
Strategic  Gre'ma  tions*^  in  HA.gain,  Dangerous  Visions’^  I took 
the  first  opportunity  to  read  this  long  novel.  It  is  full  of 
ideas  current  about  the  middle  of  the  century,  and  a grand 
satire  of  possible  future  trends  in  our  sick  society. 

' In  19-90,  a brain  surgeon  who  has  been  living  in  the 
society  of  natives  on  an  uncharted  island,  performing  pre- 
frontal lobotomles  to  eradicate  aggressive  tendencies,  sees 
a group  of  men  from  the  outer  world,  who  have  artificial 
arms  and  legs  and  have  been  competing  in  the  Olympics.  He 
determines  to  investigate  the  changes  that  have  taken  place 
in  American  living. 

To  his  dismay,  he  finds  that  the  leader  of  Ara  rica  is 
an  old  classroate  and  war-cohort  of  his,  who  has  interpreted 
one  of  his  old  diaries  to  the  effect  that  vol\intary  amruta- 
tion  is  heroism  and  proof  of  pacific  intention.  Because  of 
t he  ir  ba  s ke  t 1 i f e ’’  wi  t h ou  t 1 imb  s , w ome  n ha  ve  re  p la  c e d t hem 
as  sexual  aggressors,  but  are  still  required  to  nurse  and 
feed  them.,  particularly  through  the  neriod  of  ad;ustm.ent  to 
the  artificial  linabs. 

Despite  the  assassination  clause  in  treaties,  both 
Am.erica  and  Russia  mainatln  spies,  and  both  are  searching 
for  columbiuia,  a rare  metal  required  fuv  the  artificial 
li'ibs.  Both  have  similar  ideologies,  but  both  secretly  be- 
tray their  outward  poses. 

Dr,  Martine  ultimately  reveals  to  an  amputee  the 
twisting  of  his  diary,  and  the  amputee  kills  the  nation’s 
leader,  liar  tine  falls  in  with  an  old  farmer  who  had  had 
his  legs  blown  off  in  the  third  world  ^-ar,  andwhile  wishing 
to  stay  and  work  with  him,  ultimately  leaves  his  wife  and 
mother  in  Amerioa:;i  kills  his  son  wVio  has  been  mortally 
wounded  by  an  explosion;  and  returns  to  his  native  v/ife  and 
son  on  the  Island. 

Mob  psychology,  and  the  force  of  propagadda , are  nhown 
as  having  tremendous  influence  on  history  and  on  the  morale 
of  the  nation. 

This  is  an  Important  novel,  and  I do  not  understand  why 
it  hasn’t  been  reprinted,  unless  the  author’s  viev/s,  wtich 
are  socialistic  if  not  comnunis tic , forbade  republication. 

New  York,  Ace  Books,,  Inc.  (Ac©  Star  #A-3)  ; First  Prin- 
ting (1952,  Bernard  Wolfe)  413p. 

Harmondswor th,  Middlesex,  Penguin  Books  #1647,  Abriged 
Edition,  1961  (Seeker  & Y/arbury,  1953)  367p. 


.r:  V. 
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Wolfe,  Bernard  and  Rosenthal,  Raymond 

Hypnotism  Comes  of  Age:  Its  Progress  from  Mesmer  to  Psy- 

choanalysis; Indianapolis/New  York,  The  Bobbs-Merr ill  Company 
(1948,  authors);  Bibliography;  Index  272p. 

This  is  a popular  history  in  nontechnical  language  which 
is  a fairly  good  summary  of  the  subject.  Wolfe  wrote  on  music 
and  also  a science  fiction  novel.  This  makes  him  interesting 
for  me  in  several  of  my  own  pursuits. 

The  index  makes  unnecessary  an^  detailed  notes,  but  like 
all  indexed  books  it  helps  to  provide  information  in  research. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
September  15,  2001 
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V/olfe,  Don  H.  (Editor) 


Anthology , 


American  Scene:  New  Voices;  New  York,  Lyle  Stuart  Inc* 
(1963,  V/olfe)  354p. 

This  is  a collection  of'  stories,  poems,  and  excerpts  from 
novels  by  writers  sponsored  by  the  Nev/  School  for  Social  Re- 
search* Only  one  of  these  writers,  Sylvia  Bordah,  was  born 
in  Canada. 

Only  one  story,  or  rather  an  excerpt  from  a novel  by 
John  Burress,  might  possibly  receive  consideration  as  fantasy 
Fantasy  and  science  fibtion  are  arparently  not  considered  sig 
nificant  by  the  leaders  of  this  school,  one  m-ust  infer  from 
their  having  been  so  ignored. 

There  are  some  appealing  stories  and  sketches  in  this 
volume,  but  none  which  made  me  feel  that  the  writer  had  shown 
genius.  Probably  Sally  Thompson's  story  'Mohn  Edgar  and  the 
Floozie.'*  is  the  best-rounded  of  all  the  items  in  the  volume, 
many  of  which  are  merely  sketches  of  place  or  mood.  ' 

The  biographical  sketches  at  the  end  of  the  book  m.ay 
prove  important  for  reference  if  any  of  these  writers  become 
famous.  It  is  an  experimental  volume,  at  best,  and  indicates 
only  that  these  writers  are  seriously  trying  to  perform. 


(■ 


V/olfe,  Thomas  : 

Look  Homeward,  Angel;  New  York,  The  Modern  Library  (G16) 
^(1929,  Charles  Scribner^s  Sons)  626p. 

This  is  the  story  of  the  family  Gant,  in  m.idximeriea , in 
the  late  19th  and  early  20th  centuries.  Gant,  disappointed 
by  a failure  in  real  estate  and  property,  felt  it  would  ruin 
him;  his  wife,  a genius  in  foreseeing  property  value  trends, 
invested  every  penny  she  could  acquire. 

Their  many  children  were  encouraged  to  shift  for  them.- 
selves  as  quickly  as  possible,  given  no  p^uidance.  '^''^ost  of 
them*  were  failures;  the  youngest,  Eugene,  was -granted  an  ed- 
ucation at  University  a year  before  he  was  V7e  11 -prepared  for' 
it,  and  was  considered  a genius,  a .ioiner  in  all  activities, 
the  editor  of  the  University  student  paper,  and  a believer 
in  his  own  destiny  to  accomplish  anything  he  determined  to 
do , 

Realistic  in  its  portrayal  of  the  life  of  the  period, 
this-  novel  shows  the  groping  of  the  averap^e  human  being  after 
the  meaning  of  life,  amid  the  passions,  the  weaknesses,  the 
customs  and  illusions,  -and  the  perils  of  daily  living.  It 
ends  with  Eugene,  battered  by  his  experiences  of  life,  still 
seeking, a purpose  for  his  own  existence. 

Probably  my  main  reaction  to  this  novel  is  to  consider  \ 
myself  confirmed  in  my  decision  to  renounce  life  and  live  in 
my  imagine tion\  I do  not  have  the  toughness  to  survive  the 
experiences 'which  Hugeness  more  passionate  nature  enabled 
himl  to  continue  his  search  for  meaning  in  life  itself. 

I still  feel  that  only  by  living  in  the  ima.^inaticn  2an 
anyone  assemble  enough  miaterial  to  hope  to  find  any  mean: nr 
in  life.  The  struggle  o-^  f irs t-hLi*" l^.ving  is  more  "rhan 
can  cope  with;  T must  do  what  I -jan  with  m*y  own  philosophy. 


Wolfe , Tom 

The  Bonfire"  of  the  Yanitle^?;  New  York,  Farrar,  ^trau^? 

& Giroux  (1987,  author)  6S3p. 

Toronto/New  York/London/'^ydney/Aukland,  Bantam  Bookq 
(#27597),  (December,  1988)  690p. 

Forced  by  traffic  into  the  Bronx  in  company  with  hiq 
mie«tre<5<q,  "Gherman  McCoy,  earning  a million  dollar^  a year  aq 
chief  bond  qaleqman  with  a preqtigiouq  firm  on  Wall  'Street, 
living  in  a 3,000,000  aparment  with  hiq  wife  and  qix  year 
old  daughter,  fearq  being  robbed  by  two  black  men  who  throw 
a tire  into  the  road  on  a ramp  to  qtop  him;  hiqmiqtreqc? 
tekeq  the  wheel,  he  Jumpq  in,  and  qhe  qtrikeq  one  of  the  men 
a glancing  blow  from  which  he  qufferq  a qprain  and  concuqqion 
requiting  in  a coma  and  hiq  qubqequent  death. 

The  qecond  man,  fearing  arreqt  on  drug  chargeq,  failq  to 
report  the  accident;  McCoy,  feeling  that  he  haq  acted  in  qelf- 
de fence  and  not  wishing  to  Incriminate  the  miqtreqq,  doeq  not 
report  the  accident.  Inve^; tiga torq  incriminate  him;  hiq  miq- 
treqq failq  to  acknowledge  that  qhe  waq  driving  when  the  ac- 
cident occurred,  a diqtrict  attorney  qeeking  election  u^^eq 
the  caqe  the  political  way,  the  publicity  rulnq  McCoy,  an  aq- 
qiqtant  attorney  whoqe  amorouq  incline tionq  befog  hiq  duty, 
and  the  political  fury  of  black  Bronx  againqt  Park  Avenue  re- 
qultq  in  McCoy Vq  financial  and  perqonal  ruin. 

Thiq  novel  iq  told  in  great  detail,  iq  repetitiouq,  pad- 
ded, but  doeq  appear  to  portray  the  falqe  valueq’and  the  qo- 
cial  life  of  New  York  City  aq  it  today.  The  c-elf -qeeking 
purquit  of  pleac!ure,  the  deceit,  luxury  verquq  poverty,  con- 
ditionq  in  the  courtq  and  the  impoc-c-ibili ty  of  true  juqtice 
are  clearly  portrayed.  Deqpite  evidence  in  hi^;  favor,  McCoy 
loqeq;  hiq  deceitful  conduct  in  family  matterq  earnq  him  the 
ruin  with  which  the  book  endq. 

Judge  Kovitqky  iq  about  the  only  admirable  character  in 
the  novel;  there  are  no  hero  or  heroine,  no  villain  without 
redeeming  motive tionq,  and  it  iq  difficult  to  know  whether 
the  qocial  qyqtem,  or  the  people  immer<?ed  in  it,  are  to  blame 
for  the  qick  conditlonq  de^^cribed.  The  characterq  qeem  real; 
the  action  appoqite,  but  the  ultimate  reaction  to  the  book 
iq,  in  my  caqe,  diqtaqte  for  the  portrayal,  and  admiration 
for  the  obqervationq  of  the  author. 

I do  not  feel  inclined  ever  to  re-read  thiq  book,  but  I 
conqider  it  an  experience  probably  worth  the  time  qpent  to 
read  it. 


3246  Portage  Avenue 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
(204)  831-7777 
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FdtstCitf^'Diiist 


Tom 

Tile  T’ 1-3  c trie  Fc.ol-Aid  Acid  Te^t;  New  '^orkj  Nan  tarn  Nooks 
(#4717)',  {October,  1969),  (1966,  V/olfe)  ■ 

Tiiio  is  the  story  of  Nan  Kesey  and  his  rilsii^aye  under 
the  Influsiioe  of 'drugs  with  a |busioad'  of  iiippies  across  the 
3tatas  and  i'Ao  Nerico,  in  search  of  reality^  so  Is.nmndane 
and  psychological,  and 'sociological „ 

, iVolfe  seeiis  to  feel  that 'Under  the  influence  of  drugs 
fee  people  ^on  the  bus’’  gain  a yes  tal t .mind  and  ex trasensorp 
peroeptio^i  and  power,.  He  li>;eiis  the  enperisnee  to  a ooi^k  by 
Neman, Ho ^se  and  to  TIeinlein’s  otranp’er  in  a Ttran^-e  Land. 
Noth  books  were  owned  by  Neaey,  and- may  have  influenced  him, 
as  well  as  Clarke’s  Ch i 1 dho od ’ s End , 

Nesey  appears  to  hare  been  the  leader  and  catalyst  vf^o 
organized  -and ■ Inspired  the  group;  and  as  in  Hesse’s  bc^k,  it 
broke  up  and  lost  power,  when  his  dri\re  and  leadership  left. 

It  seems  that  the'  gropp  re-formed  'later,  but  v>/i -tout  Nesey ’s 
aim  Oie  had,  dec  1 tied  .that  drugs  were  net  the  final  revelation 
and  that  there  was  aomething  beyond  which  should  he  achieved 
vvithout  drugs)  he  found  his  new  goal  difficult  to  express, 
or  to  find  acceptance  among  his  followers, 

'’’his  hook  belongs  among  my  psychical  research  references 
as  well  as  my  literary  biographies,  fertainly  it  indicates 
that  Hesey  had  magna^tlc  pov^er  like  ipos.t  leaders,  and  struck 
out  in  an  original  way  io  express  it.  The  trip  cost  him 
t.70,000  which  he  earned  from  his  first  two  books;  despite 
the  strenuous  trip,  he  later  managed  to  write  another  book- 
(Possibly  the  large -size  bock  I have  already  read'. 


Keseyi seems  to  me  to  be 
worth  studying  exiiaus tively. 


another 


me 


unusual 


chara  c te  r 


7/olfe,  Tom 

The  Kahdy^-Eolorad  Tangerine-riake  3tream3.ine  Babr;  ^Tew 
York,  Pocket  Books  ( Ca  rdinal  #75135),  3rd  Ptg,  TTov . , 1967, 
(1965,  Farrar,  Strauss , Giroux) ; Illustrated  399p* 

This  is  a book  of  newspaper  articles  describing  v^arious 
sociological  phenomexia  of  American  life  contemporary  Vi?ith  the 
date  of  publication  and  Indicating  a percept!.¥e  and  ■ analytical 
mind  of  the  viewer,  Stock  car  racing,  demolition  derbies,  the 
first  visit  of  the  Beatles  to  America,  celebrities,  sketches 
,of  typical  New  York  character  life --styles , and  other  subjects 
are  treated,  and  although  .none  are  of  primary  importance  to  me 
I found  the  book  an  Interesting  change  from  my. usual  reading, 

Wolfe  seems  to  suit  his 'style,  to  his  subject,  and  uses  a 
^contemporary  idiom  which  may  '^date'h. 
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Vfolfe,  Tom 

The  Punp  House,  Gang;  New  London,  Toronto,  Bantam 

Books  f#G4716),  (October,  1969),  (Farrar,  August,  1968)  244p 

These  are  contemporary  sociological  reports  of  people 
and  customs,  personalities  and  events, 'of  which  the  fershall 
NcLuhan  chapter  commencing  on  page  107  is  possibly  the  most 
important,  ’//olfe  write's  in  an  ideosynera tic  manner  which  is 
in  keeping  with  his  material,  and  is  a perceptive  critic. 

Although  he  seems  enthusiastic  in  many  of  his  descrip- 
tions,. my  impression  is  that  he  satirizes  mny  fads  and  has 
no  great  respect  for  the  preoccupations  of  mankind. 


Wolff,  Robert  Lee 


"^tranfre  'itorie??  and  Other  Explorationq  in  Victorian 
Fiction;  Boston,  Gambit  Incorporated,  1971  (author);  Ind^x 
Illustrated  278p. 

This  is  a wonderful  book,  exhaustively  researched,  well 
written,  and  bound  to  be  a permanent  reference  to  its  sub- 
jects. 

Of  the  three  essays  in  the  volume,  the  first  deals  with 
the  pleasures  of  collecting  first  editions  of  Victorian  fic- 
tion, letters,  and  ephemera.  Le  Fanu  and  M,  R.  James. 

The  second  concentrates  on  Harriet  Martineau  and  Laur- 
ence Oliphant,  and  the  latter^ s relationship  with  Thomas 
Lake  Harris. 

The  third,  and  most  important,  is  a study  of  Bulwer- 
Lytton's  occult  fiction.  Wolff  shows  in  detail  material  to 
support  the  serious  research  and  inve^;  tiga  tions  which  the 
author  engaged  in  to  support  the  themes  used  in  the  novels, 
discloses  sufficiently  the  corre«=!pondence  and  notes  which 
illuminate  the  author’s  philosophical  and  scientific  thought 
as  it  progessed  through  the  years,  and  touches  on  other  of 
his  writings  which  illustrate  the  ambivalence  from  original 
skepticism,  to  an  acceptance  of  the  phenomena  and  a failure 
to  accept  the  spiritualistic  hypothesis. 

This  volume  confirms  my  own  high  opinion  of  Bulwer- 
Lytton’s  work  in  the  psychic  and  occult  fields,  and  almo-t 
persuades  me  to  tackle  my  set  of  his  ordinary  fiction,  I 
respect  his  writing,  his  philosophy,  and  his  achievements, 
and  I suspect  that  his  ideas  about  the  world  of  his  day  are 
equally  sound. 

The  author  does  not  intrude  his  own  conclusions  based 
on  his  research,  but  it  seems  obvious  to  me  that  he  agrees 
with  his  subject.  Bince  I am  wholly  in  agreement  with  the 
stand  taken  by  Bulwer-Ly tton,  there  is  no  need  for  m.e  to 
note  more . 
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Wolff,  William 


Psychic  Self-improvement  for  the  Millions:  The  Story  of 
Concept  Theory;  Los  Angeles,  California,  Sherbourne  Press,  Inc. 
(1966,  publishers)  124p. 

Variant  Title:  Psychic  Self  -improvement  with  Concept  Theory 
New  York,  Groseet  & Dunlap,  (1968),  #6668  124p. 

Devoted  more  to  biographical  material  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Concept  Therapy  Institute  than  to  the  principles  of  treatment,  I 
derived  little  instruction  from  this  book.  It  seems  to  follow 
ideas  of  Andrew  Salter,  which  in  turn  led  to  Maxwell  Maltz  who 
taught  that  words  alone  were  sufficient  to  influence  the  subcon- 
scious mind  so  that  there  is  no  need  for  hypnosis. 

Although  I am  gradually  accepting  this  idea,  I note  that 
very  few  modern  books  even  mention  the  paranormal  phenomena  which 
were  accompanied  mesmeric  and  hypnotic  methods. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
July  28,  2000 
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Wolfgang,  Michael  3. 

TTale  and  Fexnale  Sexual  Deviations;  with  an  Introduction 
by  Dr.  Leonard  A-.  Lowag;  Los  Angeles,  Dherbourne  Press  Inc. 
(1964)  ; (K  & G Publications  (lierts)  Ltd,  Heinel,  Ilenpstead); 
Bibliography  154p. 

This  is  a popular 'explanation  of  sexual  deviations,  and 
the  case  histories  are  sketchy  rather  than  exhaustive  enough 
to  explain.  There  is  nothing  in  this  book  that  is  not  nl- 
ready-  covered  in  better  books,  but  this  is  about  averafre. 


Wolstenholme , G.  E.  W.,  and  Millar,  Elaine  C,  P.  (Editors) 


Extrasensory  Perception:  A Ciba  Foundation  Symposium;  New 
York,  The  Citadel  Press;  Second  Paperback  Edition,  October,  1966 
First  published  1956;  Author  Index;  Subject  Index  240p. 

This  symposium  contains  discussions  of  the  papers  presented 
and  provides  an  excellent  example  of  what  takes  place  at  such  a 
conference.  I corresponded  with  Dr.  McConnell  some  years  ago. 

One  attendant  found  three  good  subjects  in  his  own  kitchen 
in  a foreign  land,  but  generally  good  subjects  are  a scarce  com- 
modity. Besterman  gave  unqualified  authenticity  only  to  Mrs.  Pi- 
per of  all  the  mediums  he  investigated,  but  admitted  being  unable 
to  explain  some  phenomena  he  had  witnessed  by  Rudi  Schneider. 

The  symposium  concentrated  on  problems  more  than  on  agree- 
ment concerning  phenomena,  particularly  about  birds  and  animals 
but  I was  impressed  by  the  education  which  enabled  the  participants 
to  understand  what  individual  researchers  were  saying.  Much  of  it 
was  too  technical  for  me. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  19,  2001 
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Wood,  Joanna  E. 

A Daughter  of  Witches  ; A Romance;  Toronto,  W.  J.  Gage  & 
Company,  Limited; (1900)  - 342p. 

This  is  primarily  the  story  of  Vashti  Lansing,  beautiful 
descendant  in  a family  which  had  included  a witch  in  earlier 
generations.  She  loves  her  cousin  Lansing  Lansing  (Lanty)  who 
does  not  return  her  affection,  but  loves  her  ^cousin  TIabella,  a 
slighter  and  more  loving  girl.  Realizing  that  she  has  lost 
Lanty,  Yashti  uses  her  beauty  and  magnetic  charm  to  enthrall 
a city  visitor  Sidney  Martin,  whom  she  influences  to  enter  the 
ministry  so  that  she  will  be  the  wife  of  the  vl^llage^s  first 
citizen  when  the  old  minister  dies.  Martin  is  a good  man,  but 
not  a convinced  Christian;  determining  to  do  his  best  for  the 
people  with  whom  he  sympathizes,  he  still  has  to  struggle  with 
his  conscience,  and  is  subject  to  severe  headaches  which  Yashtl 
mesmerizes  away.  Gradually  and  ignorantly,  Yashti  gains  control 
ov^r  her  husband^ s mind  until  she  is  able  on  one  occasion  to 
make  him  preach  against  the  hidden  sins  of  the  people,  contrary 
to  his  usual  sympathy;  but  her  Ignorance  costs  her  this  control 
and  also  disorganizes  Martinis  intellect  so  that  he  loses  con- 
trol of  himself  and  acknowledges  to  the  congregation  his  lack  of 
faith  and  his  deception.  They  love  hiri,  and  accept  him  as  he  is. 

Yashti^s  will-power  and  egotism  lead  ultimately  to  her  at- 
tempting to  estrange  Tlabella  and  Lanty;  but  a nan  whom.  Lanty  has 
thfashed  sets  fire  to  Lanty  and  T!abella^s  home,  and  their  peril 
reconciles  them.  Yashti  is  left  paralyzed,  but  v/i  th  full  mental 
power,  to  suffer  when  TTartln  leaves  the  church  to  con^une  with 
nature,  her  schemes  all  brought  to  naught. 

The  three  love  sto^-ies  (one  'vith  a 19 -years  affianced  ser- 
vant couple)  take  up  much  of  this  wor.an^s  story,  which  concerns 
itself  v/ith  village  and  country  life',  the  fantasy  element  being 
limited  to  Yashti ’'s  healing  axCd  .mesmeric  powers,  and  the  legacy 
from  her  ancestress.  This  is  one  instance  v/hei^e  the  witchcraft 
is  incidental  to  character,  and  is  not  considered  marvelous. 

The  powers  are  naturally  inherited,  and  used  as  characteristics 
,of  Yashti^ s personality;  she  is  quite  consistently  portrayed, 
and  one  sympathizes  with  her  rather  than  bla-^es  her  ^^or  her  ac- 
tions. 

This  is  not  prim.arily  fantasy,  but  is  an  instance  of  t.b.e 
acceptance  of  mediumistic  powers  as  inhori-^ed. 


Wood , Henry 

Ideal  Suggestion  through  Mental  Photography:  A Restorative 
System  for  Home  and  Private  Use,  preceded  by  a Study  of  The  Laws 
od  Mental  Healing;  Tenth  Edition;  Boston,  Lee  and  Shepard  Pub- 
lishers, 1899  (1893,  author);  Appendix  163p. 

The  title  says  it  all,  but  the  practical  instructions  lead 
to  use  of  this  book  to  achieve  results.  I might  benefit  from 
using  it  in  case  of  need. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  16,  2003 
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Woodcock,  George 


The  Hudson’s  Bay  Company;  Crowell-Collier  Press,  Collier 
-Macmillan  Canada  Ltd.,  Toronto;  Bibliography,  Index  186p. 

This  short  history  of  the  HBC  gives  only  bare  mention  to 
events  after  1900,  and  concentrates  on  early  events  and  the 
transition  to  a merchandising  from  an  exploration  and  fur- 
dealing  company.  Considering  the  author’s  prolific  writings 
in  literary  fields,  his  summary  of  the  company’s  history  is 
well-written  and  indicates  a fair  amount  of  research  into  his 
subject. 

The  bibliography  mentions  several'  books  I have  not  read. 

There  is  little  here  to  help  assess  the  wealth  of  the 
HBC  or  its  financial  expertise,  but  there  is  some  acclaim  for 
certain  of  its  dealings. 


V 


rr 

'i ... 


Woods,  William 


A Casebook  of  Witchcraft:  Reports,  Depositions,  Con- 
fessions, Trials,  and  Executions  for  Witchcraft  Durin^^  a 
Period  of  Three  Hundred  Years,  §3lected  and  annotated  by  the 
Author;  New  York,  G.  P*  PutnamNs  Sons  - (1974)  ■ 216p, 

I agree  with  the  author’s  otatement  in  his  introdue ticn, 
that  despite  superstition  and  cultural  environment-,  evidence 
for  supernorral  phenomena  is  offered  in  many  of  the  documents 
quoted. 

The  value  of  this  book  would  have  been  greatly  enhanced 
by  a good  index,  but  it  is  worth  re-reading  many  sections  for 
specific  details.  There  are  at  least  two  good  examples  of 
levitation,  and  many  suggestions  of  clairvoyance. 

The  mystery  of  the  covens  in  early  days  is  difficult  to 
understand.  Even  if  the  witches’  covenant  with  the  devil  is 
merely  a psychological  weapon  used  by  the  impersonator  of  the 
devil,  details  of  the  sexual  intercourse  often  involved  are 
strange  in  consistent  details. 

This  book  merely  confirms  my  belief  of  the  necessity  to 
have  supernormal  phenomena  carefully  studied  by  qualified 
experts. 


Woodward,  L.  T.  (M,D.) 

Masochism;  Derby,  Connecticut,  Monarch  Books,  Inc., 
(MB547)  , ( January,  1964,  V/ood?/ard)  141p. 

The  author’s  research  has  convinced  him  that  the  drive 
towards  masochism  is  far  more  prevalent  than  he  had  suspected 
and  he  cites  Venus  in  Burs  as  the  classic  novel  describing 
the  phenomenon.  In  reviewing  the  p3:*ot)lem  historically,  he 
gives  emphasis  to  the  martyr  complex,  and  describes  many 
lives  of  the  Saints  in  their  perversion  of  the  normal  in- 
stincts in  favor  of  self-abasement. 

This  book  is  not  sensational.  The  author  is  well-read 
and  the  evidence  he  presents  is  uncontrovertible.  Balanced 
with  the  drive  towards  .masochism  is  that  towards  sadism;  the 
two  complement  one  another.  The  author’s  conclusion  is  that 
until  a sane  acceptance  of  the  sex  Impulse  is  fruiding  society, 
such  perversions  are  inevitable. 


Woodward,  L.  T.  (M.D?) 


Sex  and  Hypnosis:  A Doctor’s  Report  on  the  Daring  New 
Therapy  for  Emotional  Problems  and  Sexual  Conflicts;  Derby, 
Connecticut,  Monarch  Books,  Inc.  (#MB516);  (1961,  author)  138p. 

Extremely  well  written  case  histories  are  followed  by  a 
chapter  on  hypnosis  and  childbirth  and  in  relation  to  other 
problems.  The  book  is  a real  eye-opener  and  well  worth  keeping 
for  reference. 

A 1962  edition  was  published  as  a quality  paperback  by  the 
Wilshire  Book  Company,  Hollywood,  California.  This  edition  has 
an  introduction  by  Melvin  Powers,  but  lacks  the  final  two  pages 
of  the  paperback  edition. 

I was  emotionally  affected  by  some  of  the  case  histories 
which  portray  the  serious  problems  of  so  many  people  which  arise 
from  childhood  trauma. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  4,  2000 
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Woodward,  L.  T. 


Sex  and  the  Armed  Services:  A Doctor’s  Confidential 
Report  on  the  Sexual  Behavior  of  Men  and  Women  in  Military 
Life;  Derby,  Connecticut,  Monarch  Books,  Inc.  (^iB507)  140p. 

This  seems  to  me  to  be  a balanced  and  careful  survey  of 
the  sexual  problems  of  individuals  affected  by  the  conditions 
of  service  life,  I suspect,  however,  that  it  was  edited  to 
add  some  titillating  details  of  sexual  activity. 

The  author  insists  that  sex  is  one  of  the  most  powerful 
of  human  instincts,  and  is  sympathetic  with  the  problems  and 
illnesses  which  result  from  the  necessarily  artificial  con- 
ditions of  service  life.  He  provides  composite  case-histories 
to  illustrate  types  of  personality  and  the  problems  which  each 
entails.  I believe  this  is  a good  book  to  warn  draftees  of 
some  of  the  difficulties  which  they  may  face  in  adapting  to 
changed  conditions.  It  is  worth  retaining  for  reference.- 


J 


V/ooif,  Virginia 


Orlando:  A Biography;  New  York,  liar  court,  Brace  and 
Company  (1928,  V/oolf) ; Second  Printing,  Nov.,  1928;  Ill.333p 
590  Nev/  York,  Penguin  Books,  Inc,  (April,  1946);  Index  216p 
381  Harmondsworth,  Middlesex  England  ( 1965) ,( 1942)  232p 

(1945)  with  Portrait  1^2p 

Probably  the,  blurb  for  the  nmerican  Penguin  edition  is 
as  good  a summary  of  this  book  as  is  possible  in  a few  words. 
It  is  a fantasy  which  portrays  the  title  character  as  an 
aristocrat,  at  first  male,  then  female,  -with  a life-span  of 
300  years  or  so,  studying  literature,  chiefly  poetry,  and 
suiamarizing  from  the  Elizabethan  to  the  Victorian  Age. 

Fortunately,  the  index  provides  clues  to  the  incidents 
as  few  of  these  are  memorable  in  themselves.  Chiefly  of  in- 
terest to  students  of  fantasy  and  psychical  research  are  the 
two  trances  heralding  changes  in  Orlando ^s  life,  the  alleged 
Immaortali  ty  , and  the  sex-change.  (Le  Bosquet:  The  Double 

Life  of  Janet  Ashby  is  the  only  other  fictional  description 
of  this  phenomenon  known  to  me;  and  it  was  the  reverse,  and 
corrected) . 

Although  well -written,  it  is  chiefly  of  interest  for 
literary  style  and  for  literary  allusions.  I would  not  re- 
commend it  to  the  general  lover  of  fantastic  literature. 


Woolrlch,  Cornell 

j 

Black  Alibi;  Nev/  York,  Simon  and  Schuster,  1942;  (1942, 
Woolrich)  ' . 277p. 

Actually  six  short  stories  or  novelettes,  strung  on  the 
possibilities  suggested  by  a black  Jaguar  loose  in  the  third 
largest  South  American  city,  these  are  macabre  mysteries,  so 
contrived  and  improbable  that  I did  not  check  back  to  see  if 
the  solution  of  the  polico  inspector  as  the  killer  was  even 
possible, 

A press  agent  for  an  actress  tries  for  publicity  to  get 
her  to  go.  around  with  the  Jaguar  on  a leash,  but  the  animal 
escapes  and  cannot  be  found  by  the  police  or  the  public.  At 
intervals,  young  girls  are  attacked  and  left  mangled  as  by  a 
ferocious  beast,  and  only  the  press  agent  believes  the' at- 
tacks to  have  been  perpetrated  by  a man, 

’’Clo-Clo'^  the  story  which  coinmences  at  page  167  has  a ^ 
prostitute  fortune-teller  foresee  from  cJ^a/Tds  the  death  of 
the  title  character;  otherwise  these  are  suspense  thrillers, 
rather  than  fantasy. 

If  it  is  possible  for  anyone  to  suspend  disbelief  in- 
the  improbabilities  of  these  stories,  they  could  be  thril- 
ling, but  r found  them  merely  irritating.  Hackneyed,  writ- 
ten poorly,  and  unconvincing,  they  are  almost  enough  to  make 
me  swear  off  reading  anything  more  by  the  writer.  / ' 


Woolriohft  Cornell 


- The  Black  Angel;  New  York,  Ace  Publishing  Corporation, 
(#06505);  With  a postscript  by  Michael  Avallone;  (1943)  S55p. 

This  is  an  episodic  novel,  narrated  in  the  first  person 
by  the  wife  of  a convicted  murderer  who  seeks  to  establish 
his  innocence  by  investigating  others  of  a harlot^s  clients 
whose  names  begin  in  her  private  telephone  directory  under 
the  letter 

She  meets  the  girl's  estranged  husband  who  is  a hopeless 
alcoholic;  a doctor  who  is  now  a drug -peddler;  a wealthy  play- 
boy; a gangster  nightclub  owner.  She  falls  almost  in  love 
with  the  playboy,  who  is  an  epileptic  and  the  murderer.  Her 
depiction  of  the  infatuation  of  the  gangster  for  her  is  almost 
absurd  in  view  of  the  fact  that  her  own  husband,  who  loved  her, 
was  still  unfaithful  to  the  point  that  he  was  preparing  to  go 
away  with  the  harlot. 

Like  almost  all  of  this  author's  work,  the  situations  are 
contrived  and  artificial,  and  the  characters  are  made  to  sup- 
port the  plot  rather  than  the  plot  growing  out  of  the  charac- 
ters. 


Although  the  book  is  interesting,  it  is  of  no  permanent 
value.  Avallone’s  obituary  memorial  gives  Woolrich  credit  for 
more  than  is  his  due . 
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.loolricii,  Cornell 

Nightmare ; New  York,  Nell  Publishing  Co,, 
(Hay,  1964) 

Contents 

1.  1^11  Take  You  Hone,  Kathleen 

Cereen-Test  Y 

3.  I 0 U 

4.  Three  0^ Clock 

5,  Nightmare 

6 , Beques  t ^ 


Inc.  (7/^6421), 
191p, 


7 

43 

69 

85 

115^ 

178 


This  is  a different  collection  from  that  published  under 
the  sane  title,  but  as  by  Nillian  Irish,  and  v/hich  includes 
# 4 and  #5. 


Woolrlch,  Cornell 


The  Ten  Faoeq  of  Cornell  Woolrich;  with  an  Introduction 
by  Ellery  Queen;  New  York,  '^imon  and  "'chunter  (1940-1965, 
author)  ""  286p. 

Contents 

Introduction  Ellery  Queen  9 

1,  One  Drop  of  Blood  15 

2.  "'omebody  on  the  Phone  47 

2.  Debt  of  Honor  54 

4.  The  Han  Upqtair^^  7 5 

5.  The  Hoc!  t Exciting  '^how  in  Town  99 

6.  The  Night  Reveals  124 

7.  '^tepq  Going  Up  164 

8.  The  Hummingbird  ComeR  Home  203 

9.  Adventure^  of  a Fountain  Pen  22  5 

10. 1 Won*t  Take  a Minute  249 

Thecae  ten-^e  c!Uc'pen<^  and  myotery  <=.torie^  are  example q of 
the  contrived,  illogical,  but  readable  v;ork  which  character- 
izeq  the  author.  (4)  and  (8)  are  practically  the^qame,  with 
sufficient  differences  to  tell  them  apart.  (9)  ic-  c-o  filled 
with  trickery  a^?  to  expocse  the  author'^s  trickery  at  itc-  very 
wor«3t.  The  mystification  of  (lO)  i^  -o  improbable  that  it 
inc-ultcj^he  reader’s  intelligence. 

However,  the  r^uccess  of  the  author  defeats  eritici<5m. 
These  are  commercial  short  stories,  and  v;riters  can  learn 
from  them,  but  at  a terrible  co^t  of  artistic  integrity. 
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The  Obscenity  Laws;  A Report  by  the  Working  Party  set  up 
by  a conference  convened  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Arts  Council 
of  Great  Britain;  with  a foreword  by  John  Montgomerie;  London, 
Andre  Deutsch  (1969,  The  Arts  Council  of  Great  Britain)  124  p. 

This  report,  although  cautious  about  censorship  and  gen- 
erally in  favor  of  abolishing  it  because  no  evidence  could  be 
found  to  indicate  that  pornography  had  any  serious  deleterious 
moral  effects,  concluded  that  it  might  be  wise  to  follow  the 
example  of  Denmark,  where  it  v/as  found  that  freedom  to  publish 
had  actually  reduced  demand  for  pornographic  material.  This 
agrees  with  my  personal  view  that  curiosity,  once  satisfied, 
becomes  bored  with  the  repetitious  and  trashy  literature  that 
caters  to  prurient  interests. 

Mention  is  made  that  pornography  has  a cathartic  effect  in 
relieving  tensions  among  sexually  disadvantaged  people  like  the 
prisoners  and  soldiers. 

The  summary  of  lav/s  relating  to  obscenity  is  useful  as  a 
guide  to  the  repressive  climate  of  puritanical  opinion  v/hich 
contravenes  practice  and  the  necessity  and  pleasure  of  sexual 
activity  for  procreation  and  as  an  expression  of  love. 

Too  often  this  report  treats  of  the  existing  laws  as  a 
joke,  since  no  definition  in  a legal  sense  of  obscenity  has  ever 
been  established,  and  in  practice,  much  that  is  accepted  without 
question  in  advertising  could  be  subject  to  prosecution  if  these 
lav/s  were  invoked. 

The  whole  situation  appears  to  have  resulted  from  pressure 
by  groups  of  people  trying  to  force  conformity  with  an  impossible 
standard  on  other  people. 

The  hypocritical  behavior  of  society  is  disclosed  in  almost 
all  literature. 
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Frank  Ciardino 

254-1775 

Free  Bstimates 


Worrall,  Ambrose  and  Olga 


The  Miracle  Healers;  Toronto,  The  New  American  Library  of 
Canada  (Signet  #T3473,  May,  1968  190p. 

Former  title:  The  Gift  of  Healing;  Harper  & Row,  1965. 

Husband  and  wife  were  both  mediums  and  psychics,  accepted 
no  payment  for  healing  treatments  and  devoted  their  lives  to  the 
Christian  mission  of  healing.  The  phenomena  were  much  like  those 
of  Dean  Kraft,  but  his  were  aimed  at  scientific  rather  than  re- 
ligious organizations. 

Even  as  children,  both  saw  spirits  and  received  veridical 
messages.  Both  assert  that  predicive  phenomena  occurred. 

This  is  a most  important  testimony.  It  is  not  only  very 
convincing,  but  Ambrose  who  wrote  most  of  the  book  was  an  avia- 
tion and  mechanical  expert. 

Strangely,  the  Worralls  had  twin  boys  who  died  in  infancy; 

I wonder  if  this  was  fated  to  permit  them  to  have  time  for  their 
healing  work  . 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  14,  2000 
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Worthington,  Mar^ori© 


The  'Strange  World  of  Willie  heabrook;  iTew  York,  Harcourt, 
Brace  & World,  Inc.  (1966,  author)  249p. 

Mar,^orie  v/as  the  F^econd  wife  of  '^eabrook,  and  had  been 
twice  previously  married  and  divorced.  Beabrook  married  for 
the  third  time  and  had  a son  by  his  third  wife,  but  whether 
the  third  wife  vms  Constance  Ruhr,  I’m  not  sure.  'larTorie’s 
second  husband  married  Beabrook’s  fir==!t  wife,  and  they  all 
stayed  friends. 

My  own  feeling  is  that  there  was  m.ore  agony  than  ecstasy 
in  the  marriage  because  of  Beabrook’s  alcoholism,  but  perhaps 
the  happy  timxes  outweighed  the  rest. 

Although  their  friendship  with  the  Huxleys  was  fairly 
close,  my  impression  is  that  in  the  ’’lost  generation’’  people 
were  sought  out  for  their  ’’name-dropping”  im.portance  m.ore  than 
for  their  personal  qualities.  Ford  ’'’’adox  Ford  and  his  are 

exam.ples;  Ford  v^/as  supercilious,  his  wife  was  rich  and  ^^enerous 
and  provided  a shelter  for  the  Teabrooks,  but  there  no  -men- 
tion of  them  in  the  last  part  of  the  feabrooks’  autobior^rarhies . 

On  pages  152-153  there  is  an  anecdote  about  Da  shield ‘Ham. - 
mett  and  a sequel;  Bea brook  thought  his  Asylum  was  almo-^t  as 
interesting  as  Hammett’s  work. 

Marjorie  mentions  that  "'ea brook’s  short  stories  were  worth 
preserving,  and  reminded  her  of  Bierce. 

There  is  evidently  a mreat  deal  of  material  written  by 
Feabrook  which  has  not  been  piablished  in  book  form,  and  should 
be . 


It  is  important  to  preserve  this  book  w/ith  my  collection 
of  ""eabrook’s  books. 


■t 
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SAFEWAY  COLOURING  CONTEST 


(S) 


Color  Us 
and  Win  Tickets 


See  The 

EumIss 


Your  favourite  cartoon 
characters,  the  Ewoks,  will  be 
appearing  at  this  year’s  Ice 
Capades  at  the  Winnipeg  Arena, 
January  28  to  February  1 • 
They’re  going  to  have  a lot  of 
fun  and  they  want  you 
to  be  a part  of  it. 
So  make  sure  you 
color  this  picture, 
take  it  to  your 
favourite  Safeway 
Store  and  you  could 
win  tickets  to  see  the 
lovable  Ewoks. 

OFFICIAL  RULES 


OFFICIAL  ENTRY  FORM 

Color  and  drop  off  this  entire  page  at  your  local  Safeway  Store 
Name 


Address . 


Postal  Code . 


Phone . 


Color  the  Ice  Capades  scene. 

Complete  the  information  on  the  entry  form. 
Entries  will  be  judged  on  coloring  neatness 
and  originality. 

Decision  of  judges  is  final. 

Contest  is  open  to  children  1 2 years  of  age  c 
younger.  Age  Divisions  Judged: 

A)  up  to  8 years  of  age 

B)  9 years  to  12  years  of  age. 


6.  Children  of  Safeway  Employees  are  not 
eligible. 

7.  Deposit  the  completed  entry  in  our  store  no 
later  than  Saturday,  January  24,  1 987.  Entries 
will  be  judged  Monday,  January  26  and 
winners  will  be  notified. 

8.  Each  winning  entry  will  receive  a pair  of  Ice 
Capades  tickets. 

9.  Entries  will  not  be  returned. 


Store  Location . 


Ages  8 years  and  under  □ 


Ages  9 to  12  years  □ 


' ''  ''  ) 
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Worzel,  Richard 


Making  Your  Money  Grow:  How  to  Plan  Your  Own  Success- 
ful Investment  Strategy  in  Today’s  i'^arket;  A Financial  Post 
/Oage  Book  (FP/Ma cmillan , 1980);  1980,  V/orzel;  Glossary' 166p 

This  is  practical  advice  on  making  use  of  what  the  wri- 
ter considers  to  be  the  usual  four -year  cycles  of  m.arket 
activity:  v;hen  to,  buy,  v/hen  to  sell,  and  the  different  tyres 

of  investments  available  to  the  beginner  or  seasoned ■ inves tor 

Although  the  author  deplores  the  Shulman  or  Darvas  kind 
^of  get-rich-quick  book,  he  does  not  offer  the  detailed  advice 
that  they  do.  He  does  confi'rm  that  eadh  investor  must  adapt 
himself  to  his  own  particular  needs  and  plans  for  investment, 
but  doubts  that  the  ’’buy-and-hold^’  strategy  tha  t I have  adop- 
ted will  ?/ork  in  the  rapidly  changing  economic  and  investment 
environment  of  today. 

After  finishing  this  book,  I studied  again  the  HBC  an- 
nual statement  for  1980  and  the  latest  quarterly  rerort,  and 
see  no  reason  to  doubt  that  I shall  profit  adequately',  even 
though  the  marks t value  of  my  holdings  is  considerably  less 
than  I paid  for  them. 

One  bit  of  advice  that  I should  heed  is  to  await  news 
of  exceptional  opportunities  for  investment  before  buying, 
and  not  worry  about  minimal  income  on  cash  reserves.  It  is 
only  once  or  tvdce  a year  that  I spot  something  which  may  ray 
off  handsomely,  and  as  m.y  income  is  adequate,  there  is  no 
need  to  tie  up  money-  unless  exceptional  opportunity  rresents 
itself. 


Commen  t : 


^ The  idea  and  working  out  of  this'  novel  are  original  and 
striking,  but  the  inoonsistenoies  of  charaoter  and  incident 
weaken  the  effect. 

For  instance,  the  pseudo-eJack  is  given  the  character  of 
a childish  and  feminine  counterpart  of  Rhodwin,  but  his  deeds 
are  those  of  a vampire  subsisting  on  the  life -forces  of  the 
Gregs  and  Rhodwin,  and  Arnold  is  originally  convinced  that 
'he  is  a devil  hauhting  the  house  and  preying  on  Rhodwin.  He 
has  met  Jack  in  Paris  and  despises  him  as  a rotter;  yet  he 
likes  Jack  when  he  recognizes  Rhodv/in^s  characteristics  and 
memories;  this  he  does  not  understand  until  Hirst  explains 
that  the  speudo-Jack  is  simply  a projection  of  Rhodwin.  The 
girl  leaves  the  Gregs,  thus  abandoning  pseudo-Jack;  this  is 
unreasonable  as  she  has  shielded  and  supported  him.  The  real 
Jack  Middleton  exposes  his  true  charaoter  to  Rhodwin  as  soon 
as  he  reappears;  this  does  not  agree  with  his  having  fooled 
her  so  completely  originally.  Arnold  deceives;  Rhodwin  does 
likewise;  their  characters  fail  to  convince  the  reader  that 
they  deserve  his  supnort  and  sympathy. 

However,  the  originality  and  interest  of  the  novel  are 
good  enough  to  warrant  its  being  oonsibered  an  important 
essay  in  psychic  phenomena.  The  question  of  spirit-survival 
is  left  doubtful,  while  the  emphasis  on  the  substantial 
reality  of  teleplastic  extrusions  from  the  medium  is  great. 
Consequently,  this  novel  is  important. 


Wright , Gene 

Masters  of  Magic;  Illustrations  by  Rette  Kahn;  New  York, 
Pyramid  Books  (#A3890);  (1976,  author);  Glossary;  157p. 

This  little  book  conveys  an  astounding  amount  of  information 
about  magic  and  illusions,  extending  to  movie  special  effects  and 
technology . 

For  me,  the  third  and  fourth  chapters  are  most  interesting, 
dealing  with  mentalism  and  magic  versus  ESP.  The  author  does  not 
examine  parapsychology,  but  draws  most  of  his  information  from 
skeptical  sources. 

I did  not  read  chapter  7 as  this  explained  tricks.  Worth 
keeping  for  reference,  and  well-written. 


3246  Portage  Avenue 
Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
(204)  831 -7777 
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'//right , Harold  Bellj  and  I/^bar,  John  (pseud,  of  Gilbert  V/right) 

The  Devil’s  Highway';  Hew  York/London  ,■  D,  Apple  ton  and' 
Company,  19ZZ  ' , 325p, 

This  is  a formula  science  fiction  novel  about  a mad  scl- 
ontist  who  has  discovered  a new  force  named  ethericity  by  means 
of  which  he  Intends  to  control  the  vvorld, 

Ethericity  is  'primarily  a means  of  elininat'ng  emotions 
from  people  and  s trengthening  intellect.  It  also  provides  an 
efficient  means  of  communication,  like  television,  and  making 
possible  the  enhancement  of  light,  sound,  and  ether  vibrations. 
Each  individual,  depending  on  emotional  or  intellectual  makeup, 
emanates  naturally  a different  color  of  ethericity  (ai^d  so  nay 
be  considered  to  emanate  an  aura),  some  of  which  conflict  with 
those  of  others. 

T'iunsker  is  a dwarf  with  a brain  perverted  because  he  is  a , 
social  misfit,  but,  a .ma  s ter -mind  who  can  inspire  ’vith  the  aid 
of  e thericity  the  desire  for  intellectual  progress  at  the  ex- 
pense of  emotional  involvement.  lie  begins  by  thus  controlling 
Dr.  George  Weston,  father  of^^lma  vfno  loves  Dred  Ham.sey,  student 
of  her  father’s.  Ham.jey  is  reluctant  to  su^-mit  to  ethericity 
because  it  will  eliminate  his  love  for  Alma,  but  ultimately 
succumbs  to  llunsker  and  is  prepared  emotlo.-.lfc ssly  to  scicrifice 
Alma  for  experimental  purposes. 

■ TI ow  ever,  u 1 1 ima  t e 1 y Ima  ’ s na  tu  ra  1 e the  r i c i t y o ve  r c ;e  d 
the  evil  ethericity  of  Tunsker,  killing  him  and  releasino  bis 
influence.  • ^ . 

Till  i is  a poorly  written  and  hackneyed  novel,  but  brings 
clearly  insight  into  the  difference  bct\.een  reason  and  em?:-tion, 
,1ust  as  Yarle  Corelli’s  The  Coul  of  Lilith  dem^nstra  t.- s the 
difference  betv;een  magic  and  relirAon,  It  is  i'-^uorta  't  f^vr 
that  reason. 

Its  use  of  ethericity  para  lie  Is  ^ho  ’v.c  o^  t-c  lens  in 
oinith’s  Lensman  Geries,  at^exmotino  '■'ahvC  s.cienrv''  fi,?t"on  out 
of. occult  or  psychic  elements. 

Yhe.  earlier  copyright  (1931-1922)  by. Physical  Culture 
Publishing  Corporation  probably  indicates  serial  pablication. 


Wright,  Harold  Bell 


The  Uncrowned  King;  Illustrations  by  John  Rea  Neill; 
Chicago,  The  Book  Supply  Company  (l910)  118p, 

An  allegorical  fairy  tale,  this  tells  of  a Pilgrim  who 
learns  from  the  Waves,  the  V/ind,  the  Night,  and  the  New  Bay, 
the  story  of  two  brothers  Really-Is  and  3eensto-Be,  the  for- 
mer the  real  king,  the  latter  the  twin  usurper.  Neither  the 
writing  or  the  conception  are  good  enough  to  warrant  the  pub« 
lication  of  the  book,  but  the  book’s  makeup,  printing,  and 
particularly  the  illustrations  and  the  lettering  and  ornamen- 
tation of  the  cover  make  it  a pleasant  example  of  book -making 


Wright,  H.  H 


The  Outer  Darkness;  Toronto,  William  Briggs  Go.,  1907 

312p. 

Martin  Sandford,  a retired  merchant  of  fifty-odd  years, 
who  has  preferred  wealth  to  humanity,  dies,  leaving  a wife 
and  two  children.  No  one  mourns  him;  his  servants  and  Hev. 
James  Brighduse  revile  him  for  leaving  his  wealth  solely  to 
his  family. 

Two  spirit  Guards  permit  him  to  view  his'  household, 
then  take  him  before  the  King  of  Heaven  for  judgment.  He  is 
rejected,  and  appears  to  be  abandoned  to  a pack  of  wolves, 
but  is  rescued  by  a beautiful  black-haired  girl  Talleura  who 
has  power  over  them.  She  conducts  him  to  the  city  of  Manzu- 
loto,  from  where  Queen  Kotah  rules  the  country  of  Kelleche- 
ura,  a pleasure -hell  v;hich  is  one  of  many  in  her  pov/er  under* 
decree  of  God,  the  sound  of  whose  name  is  a scourge  to  her, 
and  to  v/hom  she  refers  as  ”The  Great  Power’*.  Kotah  has  the 
power  to  transform  humans  into  beasts  and  monsters,  to  age 
and  wither,  and  judge  despotically, 

Kotah  chooses  liartin  as  a temporary  lover  and  promotes 
him  over  others.  Kotah  names  him  Maxulu,  and  he  replaces 
Valleura  as  her  confidant.  Under  the  magic  spell  of  Kotah* s 
music,  Martin  is  twice  transported  back  to  his  earthly  home, 
discovers  that  his  widow  has  married  the  Rev.  Brighouse  and 
lost  her  inheritance  to  the  avaricious  clergyman.  Martin’s 
widow  dies  in  giving  birth  to  Martin’s  second  son,  and  calls 
to  Martin  to  go  to  heaven  with  her.  From  then  on,  Martin  is 
conscious  of  almost  daily  communion  with  his  wife’s  spirit, 
his  love  for  her  is  renewed  and  he  grows  to  fear  and  despise 
Kotah,  despite  her  beauty.  Kotah  sees  the  love  growing  be- 
tween Martin  and  Valleura,  transforms  Valleura  into  a loath- 
some monster  and  banishes  her  to  ’’The  Cage”,  a nether  hell 
of  depravity;  then  makes  I'lartin  Governor  of  Laakut,  a city 
of  thieves  which  he  lacks  pov/er  to  control,  when  she  becomes 
enamored  of  Henry  Clayton,  a handsome  young  politician  whom 
she  names  Vanda  to  supplant  Martin.  During  mysterious  ab- 
sences of  Kotah,  Martin  and  Vanda  become  friends  and  have 
adventures;  but  Kotah  takes  Vanda,  leaving  Martin  to  battle 
the  inhabitants  of  Kaakut.  By  intrigue,  Iiiartin  is  forced  to 
fiee  the  city,  is  again  pursued  by  the  ravening  wolves,  and 
concludes  the  manuscript  of  his  adventures  while  surrounded 
by  them.  He  hopes  to  attain  the  mountains  beyond  which  are 
his  wife  and  Heaven. 

An  interesting  imaginative  novel,  the  story  lacks  both 
characterization  and  significance,  has  too  many  loose  ends, 
and  becomes  merely  sensational  as  a representation  of  hell 
ruled  by  a pseudo-Lilith. 


c 


Wright,  Richardson 

Forgotten  Ladies:  ISTine  Portraits  from  the  American 
Family  Album;  With  32  Illustrations;  Philadelphia  & London, 
J.  B.  Lippincott  .Company,  1928;  Bibliography;  Notes  307p. 

This  very  interesting  volume  of  historical  and  biogra- 
phical essays  has  several  chapters  of  special  interest  to 
me , ' 


Chapter  3 outlines  the  activities  of  Charles  and  Aohn 
Wesley  in  American  life,  and  a note  says  that  lohn  wrote  200 
books  in  addition  to  all  his  preaching  and  travelling.  Chap- 
ter 4 tells  of  a woman  fighting  as  a man  in  the  Civil  war. 
Chapter  5 gives  a good  summary  of  Naria  l!onk,  debunking  the 
whole  fraud.  Chapter  6 about  Anne.Royall  outlines  the  Mor^?an 
affair  in  freemasonry.  Chapter  8 gives  a good  summary  of  the 
Fox  Sisters,  the  Davenport  Brothers,  and  the  beginnings  of 
spiritualism  as  a religion  in  America,  including  Victoria 
Woodhull’s  connection  with  it,  and  Henry  C,.  Gordon  an  earlier 
psychic,  previously  unknown  to  me,  mentioning  also  Andrew 
Jackson  Davis.  The  final  chapter,  about  Belle  Boyd,  should 
be  referred  to  if  I ever  read  the  book  I have  in  my  Pennant 
or  Bantam  paperbacks. 

Though  historical  and  skeptical,  the  author  has  done  his 
homework  and  provides  a halpful  bibliography. 


Wright,  Richard 

Uncle  Tom’s  Children;  Four  Novellas;  New  York  and  London, 
Harper  & Brothers;  $th  Ed.,  1936,  1938,  author)  317p. 

Several  pages  near  the  end  of  this  book  were  not  printed  so 
this  is  a faulty  copy. 

All  four  stories  depict  the  brutal  treatment  of  the  negroes 
by  the  white  people.  Wright  uses  negro  dialect  in  telling  these 
stories,  but  this  does  not  detract  from  his  ability  to  interest 
the  reader. 

Times  have  changed  since  this  book  was  written;  it  may  have 
been  influential  in  bringing  change  about. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  26,  2005 


Notes: 


1 ) Investment  in  the  Barbados  Company  consists  of  5,265,71 2 common 
shores  at  December  31,  1995  and  1994.  The  record  ovv'nership  of 
these  shares  continue  in  the  name  of  C.l.  Power. 

2)  There  were  5,876,490  Trust  units  outstanding. 

3)  For  the  purposes  of  this  report,  Barbados  dollars  (Bds$)  hove  been 
converted  to  U.S.  dollars  (US$)  at  the  approximate  rate  of  Bds  $2  for 
US  $1 , which  is  the  approximate  official  rate  of  exchange  as  of  the 
date  of  this  report.  Such  amounts  are  not  to  be  construed  as  being 
equivalent  to  or  convertible  to  U.S.  dollars  at  this  or  any  other  rate  of 
exchange. 

4)  Cash  on  the  balance  sheet  is  U.S.  dollar  accounts  only.  C.l.  Power,  as 
nominee  for  the  Trust,  maintains  a Barbados  account  in  Barbados 
dollars,  which  holds  dividends  paid  by  the  Barbados  Company  which 
have  not  yet  received  exchange  control  clearance.  As  of 
December  31,1 995,  the  account  held  approximately  Bds  $455,000 
(principally  representing  the  fourth  quarter  1995  dividend  which 
subsequently  cleared  in  January  1996). 

5)  Dividend  income  only  reflects  amounts  received  in  U.S.  dollars. 
Dividends  paid  and  not  converted  to  U.S.  dollars  are  excluded. 


THE  BARBADOS  LIGHT  AND  POWER  COMPANY  LIMITED 


The  Barbados  Company  reported  the  following  results  of  operations  for 
the  years  ended  December  31,1 995,  1 994  and  1 993: 


Sales  (OOO's  of  Gwh) 

Customers 

Peak  Demand  (OOO's  of  MW) 
Operating  Revenue  (OOO's  of  US$) 
Net  Income  (OOO's  of  US$) 


1995 

1994 

1993 

566,300 

529,100 

511,900 

92,778 

91,478 

89,734 

104,200 

97,600 

93,900 

$85,078 

$75,952 

$75,442 

$3,059 

$2,486 

$2,234 

Wright,  3,  Fowler 
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218p. 

Contents. 

The  V/itchfinder 

7 

Status 

53 

Who  Else  But  She? 

70 

Burglar’s  Aid 

96 

Carrots 

110 

The  Temperature  of  Gehenna  Sue 

. ' 135* 

The-  Congo  Ga  t . 

149 

Original  Sin 

166* 

A Question  of  E,P,D, 

177 

The  Terror  of  '.Villiam  Stickers 

213 

This  i,3  an  interesting  collection  of*  short  stories,  of 
which  the  only  two  fantasies  (narked  *)  have  been  rerrinted 
in  '’The  Throne  of  3a turn”, 

jfl  has  some  interesting  information  v/ith  regard  to  the 
witchcraft  mania  in  England,  but  nothing  really  new  to  me. 

It  is  nqt  fantasy,  apart  from  the  belief.  rS  concerns  a 
butcher  who  assumed  professional  status  after  being  charged 
on  that  basis  by  a doctor,  tz  is _a  murder  mystery.  r4  is 
a tongue -in-cheek'’crime  ' s tory , #5  tells  of  an  unintelligent 

constable  receiving  credit  by  chance  for  a feat  of  detection, 
/o'*'  concerns  a Broadway  chorus  girl  whose  tenp*='ra ture  v/as 
lowered  to  that  of  a snake  to  discourage  a suitor.  is  a 

story  of  a peculiar  courtship,  the  outcome  of  -.-/hich  was  cal- 
culated because  one  of  the  narties  was  ignorant  of  the  law, 
7^8*  is  the  eternal  trianmle  involving  that  last  man  and  woman 
on  our  planet.  #9  tells  of  a problem  created  by  the  inequi- 
table tax  laws.  /lO  is  of  an  illiterate  be  inm . fri^h  tened  by 
a poster  ’’Bill  Btickers  will  be  prosecuted'’,  ari  is  little 
more  than  an  anecdote. 
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Wuorio,  Eva -Lis 


Return  of  the  Viking;  Illustrated  by  William  Winter; 
Toronto,  Clarke,  Irwin  & Company  Limited,  1955  208p. 


Contents 


1,  Return  of 'the  Viking 

2.  Quebec  Adventure 

3,  The  Ghost  Ship 

4.  The  Dark  Prince 


57 

107 

161 


3 


Heralded  in  each  of  the  first  three  cases  by  rain, 
two  brothers  and  a sister  (correction,  the  opposite)  enter 
the  historical  past  and  encounter  personally  Leif  the  Lucky, 
Samuel  de  Champlain,  and  Colonel  Nils  von  Shoultz  of  Poland 
who  attempted  to  lead  some  Americans  to  the  aid  of' William 
Lyon  Mackenzie  in  1837  when  he  and  his  party  rebelled  against 
the  political  leaders  of  Canada.  In  the  fourth  episode,  no 
rain  is  involved,  but  Prince  Rupert  who  headed  the  H3G  is  a 
visitor  to  the  present,  with  his  spaniel  who  leads  the  chil- 
dren to  where  Rupert  lies  with  a sparine d ^ankle  , dressed  in 
cavalier  clothes;  when  the  adventure  is  finished  one  finds  an 
untarnished  buckle  from  his  shoe,  torn  off  by  his  dog. 

This  is  historical  fantasy  like  Buchan’s  The  Lake  of  Gold 
and  The  Magical  Miss  Mittens  by  Lyn  Cook. 


V/yatt,  Horace 


D 


Malice  in  Kulturland;  with  illustrations  by  W.  Tell 
(after  John  Tenniel) ; New  York,  N,  P,  Hutton  & Co.  (1917)  84p 

This  is  a well-ivri tten  and  humorous  satire  of  the  situa- 
tion between  news  sources  and  the  citizen  during  the  First  - 
World  War,  the  citizen  being  aspuzzled -as  Alice  was  by  the 
people  and  events  in  v/onderland. 

Both  the  text  and  the  illustrations  are  apt  and  amusing. 
I believe  this  would  be  of  interest  not  only  to  those  who 
collect  fantasy,  but  those  who  study  the  effect  of  propaganda 
in  wartime. 


Wyatt,  Rachel  (3’)? 

The  String  Box;  Toronto,  House  of  Anansi  Press  Limited, 
(#AF9),  (1970/ Wyatt)  246p, 

A satirical  novel  about  the  life  of  a Toronto  TJ  script  ^ 
writer  whose  characters  of  a series  have  obsessed  him  until 
he  hallucinates  visions  of  them  amonp*  scenes  of  his,  daily  life, 
it  is  we  11 -writ ten,  but  the  possession  of  a strini?  box  as  mark 
of  social  nrestige,  and  donating’  the  .string  to  Indians  on  res- 
erve tions.  on  ■ one  of  which  the  Indians  manufacture  strinm  by  a 
(machine  gives  little  reason  to  classify  the  book  as  fantasy. 

■ . , 

Lohn  Bogden  Jmith,  -'arninm  111,000  a year,  hopes  by  wri- 
ting a trilogy  to  beco*~e  a Hollywood  writer,  v/ealthy  and  re- 
spected. iiis  hallucinations  have  forced  him  to  consult  a psy- 
chiatrist in  the  baaement  of  the  THiB  studios  building;  but  ^he 
psychiatrist  thinks  he  is  fakin^'^  in  order  to  obtain- background 
information'  sufficient  for  a script,  and  rejects  him  as  a pa- 
tient. 

The  story  revolves  arormd  Imith’s  election  to  membership 
in  the  strinm-box  society,  changing  his  name  to  Bo.gden-Imi  th , ' 
having  a ^ chauffeur-driven  car  for  awhile,  and  the  neceie,  par- 
ticularly a series  of  amiorous  but  '-.ainly  unattractive  women, 
and  actors , ‘ producers , and  agents  of  TT  productions. 

..■i-lthough  fairly  interesting,  this  novel  is  not  original 
or  different  enough  from  daily  life  to  qualify  as  important  in 
any  way.  Jmith,  with- his  indifferent  v;ife  and  eleven-year-old 
son,  is 'the  impotent  passive  citizen  of  Canada  whose  immediate 
pressures  of  living  and  dreams  of  affluence  and  ease  b early 
succeed  in  making  existence  tolerable 
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Wy  ckof  f , James 


Franz  Anton  Mesmer:  Between  God  and  Devil;  Englewood  Cliffs 
New  Jersey,  Prentice-Hall,  Inc. (1975,  author);  Index  148p. 

Little  is  known  of  Mesmer’s  early  life,  so  this  biography  is 
mainly  devoted  to  his  medical  career  and  the  shameful  treatment  by 
the  medical  profession  of  his  discoveries. 

The  author  has  also  written  a book  about  Wilhelm  Reich  whom 
he  feels  was  equally  mistreated  by  medical  and  political  authority 
for  rediscovering  Mesmer’s  truths. 

Although  a small  book,  this  certifies  wide  reading  and  is  a 
good  reference  by  means  of  its  index. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  10,  2000 


IVOW  OPEN 


^)Cf^c4 

Restaurant  & Bar 

Featuring  a blend  of  Mediterranean  & Californian  cuisine 


DINE  IN 


HAPPY  HOUR  4 - 7 


lARGEST  LOUNGE  ON  CORYDON  M VLT's 


DAILY  LUNCH  SPECIALS  M PATIO  BAR 


Chicken  Wings  25<t  - Drink  Specials 


V/S4 


973  Coi^ydoii 

^87-8181  i 


m 


FREE 

PARKING 


Wykes,  Frances  Mallory 

The  Lady  and  the  Looking-G-iass ; Nev/  -York,  The  Macinillan 
Company,  19  55  148p, 

This  short  novel  portrays  a woman  of  intellect  whose 
main  interest  is  in  keeping  alive  the  memory  of  her  dead  son 
so  acutely  that  his  spirit  is  always  present  to  her.  She 
still  paints,  keeps  interested  in  objects  of  art,  genealogy 
of  her  famnly,  and  food;  but  has  lost  interest  in  her  hus- 
band, her  friends,  and  the  village  in  which  she  lives. 

Meeting  a crook  who  pretends  a romantic  interest  in  her 
cook-housekeeper,  she  'recognizes  in  him  the  inhumanity  which 
distinguishes  herself  and  betrays  him  to  the  police.  An  old 
friend  of 'hers  accuses  her  of  being  a witch  and  controlling  - 
the  occurence  of  events  which  vent  her  spite;  but  she  can 
also  assuage  the  grief  of  others  at  a cost  to  her  own  vital 
pov^ers. 

This  low-key  portrayal  of  a modern  witch  has  much  to 
recommend  it  to  those  interested  in  the  psychology  of 
witchcraft.  The  gradual  degeneration  and  indifference  to 
external  affairs;  the  selfish  concentration  on  nersonal 
interests;  and  the  alienation  from  humanity  are  well  brought 
out.  Supernormal  powers  and  m*ediumistic  faculties  are  accep- 
ted v/ithout  question. 
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Wyler,  Rose  and  Ames,  Gerald 


Spooky  Tricks;  Pictures  by  Talivaldis  Stubis;  New  York,  etc. 
Scholastic  Book  Services  64p. 

This  is  a pictorial  description  of  magic  tricks  for  children 
of  tender  years  and  may  be  a simple  introduction  to  stage  magic. 

It  took  me  only  a few  minutes  to  read  it  and  I found  nothing 
of  permanent  interest. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
March  5,  2001 
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V/ylie-j  Elinor 


Jennifer  Lorn:  A 3edate  Extravaganza.  Conplete  Herein 
in  Three 'Books.  Illuminating  episodes  in  the  lives  of  The 
Hon.  Gersld  Poynyard  and  his  Bride.  New  York,  George  H. 

Doran  Company.,  1922  ' 202p, 

Poynyard  accepts  a clerical  position  with  the  East  India 
Company  rather  than  a poorly-paid  diplomatic  ¥/ith  the 
British  Government,  after  investing  in  his  own  abilities  what 
money  he  can  make  at  games  of  chaiice.  and-  a small  inheritance. 

A capable,  industrious,  and  accomplished  worker,  he  soon  is 
^iven  important  missions  and  finally  becomes  Narren  Hastings^ 
Chief  assistant,  wisely  deciding  that  monetarily  and  factually 
he  v/ill  be  better  off  than  if  he  were  the  leader. 

After  m.aking  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling?:,  he  buys  a 
beautiful  home  in  India  and  returns  to  England  to  seek  a wife,. 
Jennifer ’ 3'  fa ther,  a book  collector,  is  rather  nleased  to  con- 
sent to  the  marriage:  he  had  thought  he  nimht  be  asked  to 
part  with  an  Elzivir.  Jennifer  is.  a descendant  of  Tamburlaine; 
Poynyard  is  also  of  good  family;  her  Titian  beauty  is  all  that 
matters  otherwise  to  Poynyard,  who  proves  to  be  a doting  husband 

Jennifer  has  always  been  protected  and  cared  for;  only  when 
captured  by  mountain  bandits  and  co.miner  ultimately  un'^er  the 
protection  of  a Prince  who  is  also  childish  does  she  display  the 
potential  energy  and  bodily  strength  in  sharing  hardships  r/ith 
him,  v^hich  r.ight  have  been  hers.  Thouf^h  they  fall  in  love,  un- 
der her.  i'-^pression  that  Poynyard  had  been  killed  by  the  bandits, 
seeing  her  husband  alive  destroys  this  idyll,  and  she  dies  of 
fright  under  the  power  of  sugp-'^stion  when  the  wife  of  the  ruler 
is  preparing  her  for  his  delectation.  The  Prince  and  his  friend 
a Catholic  priest,  bury  her;  Poynyard  goes  away  -'^rom  the  mrave , 
not  knowing  it  contains  the  body  of  his  wife,  but  carrying  with 
him  a panel  on  which  a likeness  of  her  is  painted. 

Extremely  well  written,  this  is  an  ironic  suoof  of  the 
helpless  female  of  the  close  of  the  18th  Century  versus  the 
capable  and  dominating  male  who  is  enslaved  by  her  charms.  That 
her  supposed  death  does  not  chanme  Poynyard  is  indicated  by  the 
supposition  that  the  panel  represents  a fairly  mood  substitute 
for  his  wife. 

There  is  probably  much  more  in  this  book  than  I am  carable 
of  discerning. 


Y/ylie  , Elinor 


The  Venetian  Glass  Nephew;  New  York,  George  H.  Doran 
Company,  1925  ,182p. 

Cardinal  Peter  Innocent  Bon,  noting  that  many  of  his 
fellow  cardinals  had  nephews , -wished  to  have  one  himself.  A 
glass-blov/er  of  Murano,  Alvise  Luna,  v/ith  the  magical  assis- 
tance of  Casanova  under  the  name  of  the  Chevalier  Chaste Ineuf 
makes  an  artificial  youth  of  Venetian  glass,  and  the  three 
men  are  then  faced  \7ith  the  tragedy  of  the  nephew  falling  in 
love  7/i  th  Rosalba,  daughter  of  de  Bernis  by  Caterina,  \7ith 
whom  the  Cardinal  had  fallen  in  love  years  befope. 

Rosalba  finds  Virginio  the  nephew  a satisfactory  lover, 
but  too  fragile  a playmate;  Jacques  wishes  her  to  have  the 
feeling  of  true  flesh  and  blood  love,  which  he  knows  women 
need,  and  is  sympathetic. 

Although  extrem^ely  we, 11 -writ ten , this  no^rel  lacks  mean- 
ing to  anyone  not  farailiar  v/ith  the  allusions  to  the  historic 
characters  mentioned.  More  an  allegory  thaxU  a novel,  it  does 
qualify  as  fantasy  because  of  the  magical^ rites  involved. 

This  is  possibly  worth  re-reading  when  I am  studying  the 
period  of  Voltaire  and  Casanova. 
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T/ylle,  Philip  - 


X Finnley  Wren^  (long  title  page);  New  York,  Rinehart  & 
Company,  Inc,,  1934;  (1934,  Wylie)  318p, 

On  pages  79  and  85  are  two  short  stories  which  are  al- 
legedly written  by  the  title  character  and  which  are  fantasy 
or  science  fiction.  These  are  the  main  items  of  interest  in 
this  otherwise  sophisticated  modern  mundane  novel,  ’ ^ 

Wren,  the  son  of  an  incompetent  and  overbearing  doctor, 
is  beaten  for  a minor  transgression,  is  sued  by  a girl  who 
is  pregnant  from  relations  with  a high  school  boy,  but  wins 
his  case,  marries  a girl  he  meets  on  shipboard  and  becomes 
employed  as  an  advertising  man  by  her  father;  she  is  killed 
in  a fire,  and  he  has  another  adventure  vjith  fire  in  Canada 
when  a gasoline  storage  tank  explodes  and  wipes  out  a settle- 
y meat;  he  marries  a girl  v/ho  has  entrapped  a man  to  father  her 
twins,  and  who  divorces  him  when  evidence  of  his  peccadillos 
to  which  she  had  agreed  enables  her  to  do  so,  and  becomes  ac- 
quainted with  Wylie,  who  admires  and  likes  him  and  v/rites  the 
story  of  his  life. 

Actually,  this  is  not  so  miuch  a novel  as  a vehicle  for 
the  expression  of  Wylie’s  views  on  modern  American  life.  It 
*is  a ranting,  shallow' me  la  nf^e  of^philosophy , scientific  and 
sociological  speculation.  Wylie  condemns  the  sexual  taboo's 
which  inhibit  physiological  and  psycholop^ical  expression  of 
natural  sex  behavior,  and  advocates  the  open  marriacC^e. 

This  is  one  of  the  less  important  of  Wylie’s  books. 


Wylie,  Philip 

Gladiator;  New  York,  Shakesneare  House,- Inc.  (1951); 
(Knopf,  1930)  ^ ' 187p. 

Hugo  Danner  is  an  intensely  strong  man  as  the  result  of 
a prenatal  biological  experiment  by  his  father.  As  a child 
he  feared  the  consequences  of  his  own  strength;  in  a football 
game  at  College  he  killed  an  opposing  player.  He  is  attrac- 
ted to  v/omen  and  found  attractive  by  them.  In  the  First 
World  V/ar  his  strength  and^ endurance  make  him  a hero,  and  his 
friendship  with  the  son  of  a banker  causes  Jthe  banker  to  make 
his  investments  grow  to  a million. 

After  the  v/ar,  he  sends  his  money  to  his  parents,  comes 
near  to  starvijig  with  hundreds  of -other  veterans,  gets  a ,^ob 
as  a farmhand  after  freeing  a man  entrapped  in  a bank  vault, 
loves  the  farmer^ s wife  who  becomes  horrified  when  she  learns 
his  strength,  returns  to  his  home  to  be  with  his  father  on 
the  latter*s  deathbed,  and  deterriines  to  beco’^e  a crusader  to 
improve  mankind.  Failing  in  all  his'  aims,  he  ^-^oind  a scien- 
tific expedition  to  Tlayan  ruins.  The  leader  of  the  expedition 
-discovers  his  secret,  and  says  he  has  missed  his  calling  and 
should  develop  others  like  himself  and  consider  himself  the 
first  of  a select  group  of  superm.en  who  will  regenerate  the 
entire  v/orld.  Convinced  of  his  mission,  he  is  about  to  under- 
take it  when  he  is  destroyed  by  lightning  to-'^et’-^er  'vith  his 
fa  therms  detailed  scientific  notes  of  his  experment. 

An  interesting  superman  novel,  this  was  probably  the  in- 
spiration for  '*Doc’’  Savage.  Physical  strength  and  Immunity 
from  harm  are  emphasised  more  than  intellectual  po'ver. 
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V/yiie,  Philip 


Opus  21:  Descriptive  liusic  for  the  Lov;er  Kinsey  Epoch 
of  the  Atomic  a Concerto  for  a One -ilan  Band  3ix  Arias 
for  3oap  Operas  Eugues,  Anthems,  Barrelhouse;  ITew  York  and 
Toronto  (1949,  V/ylie  ) 37  5p. 

Although  told  in  the  first  person  and  ostensibly  auto- 
biographical, this  is  a philosophical  novel.  It  also  quali- 
fies as  fantasy  because  of  two  short  stories,  the  first,  re- 
ferred to  a t the  top  of  page  372  as  a dream,  comprising  pp. 
199-219;  and  the  second  303-322.  The  first  describes  four- 
lette-r  words  appearing  as  sky-writing  over  the  lar^^e  cities 
of  earth;  the  second,  Christ  accompanying  an  atomic-borib 
•flight  and  having  his  advice  rejected  by  the  personnel  for 
various  reasons. 

Wylie  leaves  Plorida  so  that  he  may  in  Yew  ^^ork , cut  to 
the  requirements  of  magazine  serialization  a light  novel  for 
which  he  expects  to  be  paid  $24,000.  This  will  enable  him 
to  finish  building  a new  home.  A girl  who  has  left  her  hus-' 
band  after  discovering  him  in  a homosexual  escapade,  attempts 
tp  pursue  Wylie;  he  shows  her  that  her  reaction  sten^'ed  from 
latent  lesbianism  in  her  own  psyche,  and  she  ul  ti.‘-n  tely  re- 
turns to  him;  his  nephew  has  fallen  in  love  with  a prostitute, 
and  when  she  leaves  him  to  return  to  her  p-^ofession,  tries  to 
cormait  suicide  .by  jumping  from  the  balcony  of  Wylie’s  suite, 
but  is  saved  by  ^Vylie’s  Jewish  friend. 

Wylie  had  discovered  a growth  in  his  throat,  and  thinks 
it  may  be  cancer.  It  is  diagnosed  as  harmless  and  removable, 
but  it  gives  him  the  excuse  to  philosophize  on  the  nature  of 
purpose  in  life  and  immortality. 

This  book  is  well  worth  reading,  and  en^^hasizes  /ylie’s 
belief  that  man  must  recognize  his  kinship  v/ith  animals  and 
nature,  and  not  feel  that  because  he  has  the  faculty  of  reason 
he  is  above  nature  and  destined  for  i'lmortali ty . 


Wylie,  Philip 


The  Savage  Gentleman;  New  York,  Dell  Publishing  Company 
(#85),  (1922,  Wylie),  (Farrar  & Rinehart)  237p. 

Disillusioned  about  women  when  his  wife  ran  off  with 
another  man,  Stone  took  his. baby  son,  a giant  negro,  and  a 
Scotch  engineer  on  a yacht  to  an  unknown  island  whose  ruins 
indicated  that  it  might  have  been  a survival  of  Mu.^  There 
he -built  a home  and  lived  until  thirty-three  years  later  he 
had  died  and  his  son  and  the  two  surviving  men  wpre  rescued' 
by  a Scandinavian  ship. 

More  -than  the  first  half  of  the  book  comprises  life  on  • 
the  island:  how  Henry  Stone  became  a physical  giant,  and 
a cultured  gentleman  but  with  the  knowledge  of  only  1898  and 
an  idealistic  outlook  concerning  his  fa  therms  newspapers  and 
banks . 

Returning  to  New  York,  Henry  meets  his  father^s  lawyer 
and  falls  in  love  with  the  lawyer’s  granddau^^h ter . Saddened 
and  disillusioned  by  the  graft  and  corruption  of  the  newspa- 
pers under  their  editor-in-chief,  he  finally  throws  out  the 
rogues  and  places  as  editor  Tom  Collins,  a young  reporter 
who  has  bucked  the  system.  The  negro  dies  defending  Henry; 
the  engineer  returns  to  the  island,  but  Henry  decides  to 
fight  the  system  and  stays,  accepting  Marian’s  love. 

A fairly  new  version  of  the  Robinson  Crusoe  story  to 
begin  with,  but  a-  hackneyed  and  pulpish  finish.  Borderline 
fantasy  because  of.  the  unknown  island  attributed  to  Mu. 
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Wylie,  Philip 


The  Spy  llfiio  Spoke  Porpoise;  New  York,  Pyramid  Books, 
(October,  1970)  {Doubleday,  1969)  256p. 

This  is  a very  good  super-spy  novel. 

Grove,  a middle-aged  intelligence  agent,  is  employed  by 
the  new  president  of  the  U.S.  to  investigate  happenings  in 
Florida  and  Hawaii.  Grove  keeps  a watch  on  the  G.I.A,  boss, 
an  old  acquaintance  of  his  whom  he  had  once  rescued  and  who 
in  turn  had  once  saved  his  life.  The  C.I.A,  boss,  Arthur  X. 
Eaper,  writes  novels  about  a sexy  female  double -agent , and 
considers  that  Grove  is  a has-been,  who  knows  nothing  about 
modern  gadgetry  and  expertise. 

Grove  suspects  Russia  of  a very  serious  plot  against  the 
U.  3.  A.,  and  investigates  every  clue  he  can  find  to  the  na- 
ture of  ^^Pro^ect  Neptune'^  Secret  agents  pop  up  everywhere, 
dead  and  alive;  Grove  is  befriended  by  a Hawaiian  cop  who  has 
taken  on  the  ,1ob  of  watchman  for  his  friends  who  operate  a 
tourist  attraction  including  a Reef  Tank  containing  pornoises 
and  other  aquatic  beings.  He  is  greatly  attracted  by  a f»-irl 
who  has  been  forced  to  act  as  a Russian  agent,  goes  through  a 
series  of  adventures  involving  an  escape  by  helicopter,  and 
ultimately  discovers  that  a volcanic  tube  is  being  used  to 
enable  the  Russians  to  mine  under  water  and  plant  explosives 
to  destroy  Hawaii. 

With  the  co-operation  of  his  friends.  Grove  manages  to 
foil  the  attempt,  and  the  ending  implies  that  he  will  find 
solace  v^ith  the  beautiful  girl. 

Despite  the  title  and  some  gadgetry,  this  is  not  fan- 
tasy or  science  fiction. 


Wyndham,  John 

The  Kraken  Wakes;  London,  Michael  Joseph  (1953)  288p. 

This  novel  commences  with  fireballs  from  space  landing  in 
oceans,  no  explanation  or  reason  given  later  in  the  book.  The 
real  menace  is  monsters  from  the  ocean  deeps  emerging  to  kill 
coastal  peoples,  leaving  bits  of  metal  and  drying  odorous  slime 
coating  everything  touched. 

Mike  and  Phyllis  are  journalists  for  the  EEC  who  engage  to 
report  the  progress  of  the  menace  and  who  know  a scientist  ever 
ready  to  cogitate  on  the  situation  and  warn  politicians  to  pre- 
pare defensive  measures.  The  nature  of  the  menace  is  unknown, 
so  preparations  are  stymied;  ultimately  shipping  is  almost  dead 
and  even  food  supplies  must  be  obtained  by  air. 

When  polar  glaciers  swell  the  oceans,  making  them  rise  125 
feet,  people  must  flee  to  higher  ground;  supplies  are  exhausted 
and  people  must  fight  each  other  for  food  to  survive. 

This  world  catastrophe  novel  is  carefully  worked  out  but 
the  details  are  boring,  enlivened  only  by  witty  conversation  of 
the  married  couple. 

The  version  of  this  novel  reprinted  in  Alfred  Hitchcock 
Presents:  Stories  That  Scared  Even  Me  is  much  revised  and  is- 
sued under  the  title  Out  of  the  Deeps . I did  not  read  the  re- 
vised story  . 

Of  its  kind,  this  is  a superior  novel,  but  one  that  did 
not  appeal  greatly  to  me. 
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